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The Rev. Mr. JACOB GREEN, 


OF. 


NEW E E x 
Pointing out ſome I FFICULTIES in the 


CALVINISTICK Sche 


of Divinity, reſpect- 


ing FREE WILL, DIVINE DECREES, PAR- 


TICULAR REDEMPTION, &c. and requeſt- 
ing a SOLUT ION of * | 


pes H UG H K N 0 * - 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in the Iſland of SABA, 
in the N 5 


hon. 


SA r not it is 8 the LORD that 1 fell aw aw 2 a <= 


oughteſt not to da the things that he hateth. Sa PA not 2 ou, HE hath 


cauſed me to err; for he bath no xeed of ft 


ſinful man, The 


Eo hateth all abomination, and they that fear GOD love it not. 
HE himſelf made man jrom the beginning, and left him in the hand 


of his counſel. If thou wilt 10 keep the commandments, and to per- 


fretch forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt, Before man is life 


and death; and aubetber him liketh ſhall be gryen him. SON OF | 


SIRACH. Ecclus. 


See, I bade ſet before thee this day life and good, and death 4 
and evil I call heaven and earth ta record againſt you this day, 
that I have ſet before you life and death, blefling and curfings 


therefore ane a" that thou and thy feed may live. e 
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DEMONSTRATION. 


WT WE are conſci ious to onrfeives that 1 we 
have a power of chuſing otherwiſe thati We db, 
in a multitude of inſtances. 


2. We univerſally agree that ſome chens 
deſerve praiſe and this blame ; and we ſomę- 
3 ourſelves as conſcious of the 
Ar For which there could be no foundati- 
on at all, if we were in vincibly * in 


every volition. | 


"a. The laws of all nations agree to ws 

ſome actions in àa man who is maſter of his 
reaſon, for which they would not puniſh one 
| whom they knew to be diſtracted. 


4: © When equal objects are Propoſed to our 77 
choice, we ſometimes determine to chuſe e 


of them rather than another, without beitiy a- 
ble to affigh any reaſon for uch 4 preference. 


Obj. No ſuch cafe can occur that two ob- 
jects ſhould appear entirely equal: and if there 
did, then a choice would be impoflible ; for 
that would imply an effect without a caiife; or 
a balance turning when the weights are equal. 
Anf. This is evidently taking the queſtion for 
granted: for it will not be allowed that willing 
is a neceſſary effect, which muſt imply an im- 
pelling efficient cauſe; or the mind Hke a ba- 
VE, . e lance 


£449 


lance to be moved with weights. And, as to 
the fact in queſtion; a cauſe which we cannot 


aſſign, is to us no cauſe : yet in kn ſuch caſes 
we determine. = 


1 * the, doch ine of he 8 of future 
puniſhments, compared with all thoſe glorious 
demonſtrations of tlie divine holineſs and good- 
neſs which are contained in ſcripture, eſpecially 
when taken in compariſon with all the ſolemn 
proteſtations with which GOD charges the mi- 
ſery of ſinners upan themſelves, we may infer 
à very convincing additional argument in fa- 
vour of the natural liberty of the will. For that 
ſuch a being who is ſaid not to tempt any one, and 
even {wears that he defires not the death of a ſin- 
ner, ſhould irreſiſtibly determine millions to the 
commiſſion of every finful action of their lives, 
and then with all the pomp and pageantry of 
an univerſal judgment, condemn them to eter- 
nal miſery, on account of . thoſe actions, that 
thereby he may promote the happineſs of others, 
: who are or ſhall 7 irreſiſtibly determined to vir- 
tue in the like manner, 18, ofa allincrediblethings, 
to me the moſt incredible. Dr. Dodariag, 
Foſthum. Led. ed. 1. feger 36, 38, STI, 572. 


| & Wherefare this ha fui-poteſtas, or ell 
- power, - commonly called liberty of will, is no 
arbitrary contrivance or appointment of the 
deity merely by will, annexed to rational crea- 
tures; but a thing Which of neceſſity belongs 
to the A or nature of an 8 rational 
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7 


Jr, 

good and wiſe, is above this free- will or, ſelf- 
power, it being impoſſible that it ſhould ever 
improve 1tſelf, much leſs impair itſelf. But an 
imperfect rational being, without this ef power, 
is an inept, ſtupid, and monſtrous thing ; and 
therefore ſuch a thing as GOD could not make. 
But, if he would make any imperfect rational 
creatures, he muſt, of neceſſity, endue them 
with an Hy OT ſeli-ruling power. 

„ Wherefore that which, by accident, fol- 
'lows from the abuſe of this power, cannot be 
imputed to GOD Almighty as the cauſe of it; 
vi. lin, vice and wickedneſs : ſince he muſt ei- 
ther make no imperfect rational beings at all, 
or elſe make them ſuch as may be lapſable and 
peccable by their own default.” Mr. Locke's 
poſthumous works. See the Chriſtian Magazine, 
yol. 7th, Page 656. > 
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The Rev. Mi - JACOB GREEN, Se. 


| Rev. and dear Sir, 


FOUR very kind letter came fafe to * 
ſome weeks ago, with your printed ſer⸗ 


mon on The finner's faultineſs and f pirituak | _ 


inability ;”* for both of which I thank = L 
am forry to hear that your diforder 8905 
ſo heavy upon you as to impede your 880 
nefs; as I. 05 well perfuaded do not live 
in vain. But a perſon ſo ill ede as 
you ſeem to be, of the wile, kind, and ſove- 
7 n diſpoſals of a ruling providence, cannot 
be difaffeted to his lot, be it what it will 
= on this ſide a flxed ſtate of miſery. 


THE remarks J have to make on your fer- ; 


mon I purpoſely defer a while. 


I cannot fo much regret the want of a vs . 


conference with my continental brethren in the 


miniſtry on ſpeculative points of divinity, as 1 
have a number of the beſt Calviniſtick writers 


to 


2 1 


to conſult on theſe points ; though I cannot ſay 
that any of them are/able to remove all my 
difficulties in that ſcheme of thinking. Indeed 
my lamentations on that head ſpring trom quite 

a different ſource. I want the converſe of 
my miniſterial brethren to warm my devotion, . 
to quicken my languid zeal, and to blow up 
any latent ſpark of piety which may lie buried 
in my heart. —1 want to be a hearer ſometimes, 
as well as a preacher, and-to catch more and 
more of that ſacred pathos and fervour, that 
holy art of perſuading ſinners to return to 
GOD, from the lips of my more pious and ex- 
perienced fathers and brethren in the miniſtry. 

I want, not always to lead the devotion in publick 
and private (which is ever my lot here) but ſome- 
times to be a fellow-worſhipper, under the con- 
duct of a holy and fkilful leader. I am not 

fond of diſputation, even in religion; for Jever 

find that it leads me a little aſtray from that 
awful, reverential frame of mind with which, 
1 think, creatures like us ſhould ever tint and 
| ſpeak of theſe ſacred diſputables. It may be 
ſometimes lawful, profitable, and even neceſ- 
 fary to contend for the faith once delivered to the 
| ſaints, and to convince gainſayers ; ; but the man- 
ner in which religious diſputants generally ma 
nage their controverſies is ſuch as tends to gen- 
der ſtrife and hurt the intereſts both of Piety 
and charity. 
I thank you for. recommending n me to the 
rev. Mr. — as 2 worthy correſpondent 
. and an able diſputant. Like yourſelf I am in- 


firm 


E 


firm in body, incumbered with much buſineſs, 
and am already almoſt unavoidably engaged 
in a correſpondence, by far too extenſive for 
my leiſure. I imagine it would anſwer the 


end much better, if the rev. Mr. ———— or 


yourſelf, would, in a little pamphlet of about 
two ſheets, print an anſwer to the few objec- 
tions againſt particular redemption which I no- 
ted to you in my laſt letter ; as I cannot recol- 
le& that I ever ſaw theſe objections made in 
the manner in which they appear to my mind *. 

| N e 


The chief of theſe objections may be inferred from the 
following reaſoning. All men without exception or di- 
ſtinction are invited and commanded to come unto CHRIST. 
and believe in him. All ſober Calviniſtick divines believe it 
to be the indiſpenfible duty of all ſin ners without exception, 
to obey theſe commands and comply with theſe invitations, 

and that they are juſtly condemnable and puniſhable in not 
doing ſo. They affirm (as CHRIST has done before them) 
that their not coming to CHRIST and believing in him, is 
the formal cauſe and an aggravating circumſtance of their con- 
demnation : Ye will not come to me, that ye might haue life. If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye ſball die in your ſins. This is the 
condemnation that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkneſs rather than light. He that believeth on CHRIS T 7s not 
condemned: but he that believeth not, is condemned already, BE- 
CAUSE be bath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
ef GOD. He that hath not, and believeth not, the Son, ſhall not 
fee life, but ball be damned. It is alſo pretty generally allowed 
by Calviniitick divines, that to come to CHRIST and believe 
in him, implies in it not meerly a belief that he is the only Sa- 
viour of human finners in general, but that he died for us and 
is our Saviour in particular, at leaſt iz offer. And indeed the 
very nature of faith; the very duty of coming to CHRIST and 
believing on bim, ſeems neceſſarily to imply thus much in it, 
namely, THAT we come to him and apply to him under a 
firm perſuaſion that be is our Saviour in offer, and that we re- 
ly upon him, under this character, for redemption and remiſ- 
ſion of fins thro* bis blood: for it is utterly inconceivable 
how we ſhould come 10 bim, apply to him, or believe on bim, 3 


And if there be indeed any force in them (as 

to me they appear at preſent unan{werable) 
they ſet that doctrine not only in an ab/urd, 
but even in à blaſphemous light. A clear de- 
ciſive anſwer therefore to theſe objections, could 
not Fail of doing much good. to. all perſons | 
who may labour under my ſeruple. 

I I was: well aware of . laying myſelf open to 
juſt cenſure at the very time when I declared 
to you, that © I dreaded conviction from your 
dactrine of baptiſm; and, if I forget not, I 
there acknowledged the ſubſtance of all you 
have fo well and ſo candidly urged in reply. 


der any other notion, than that he is our Saviour, and that we 


may obtain ſalvation % and ihre bim. But now, if the, Cal- 


Wo 


5 ary great, asd real diſaduaniages to all ſuch, and mul 
nes dd be ngs. n 


viniſtick doctrine of particular redemption be true, as it is 
taught by a great number of the ableſt and moſt eminent di- 
vines, it would appear to follow from their own doctrines, 
that GOD commands reprobate or zon-elef ſinners TO BE- 
LIEVE A LIE ; not only ſo, but that he condemns them and 
increaſes their.condemuation FOR NOT BELIEVING THIS, 
LIE; namely, that CHRIST died for them; is their Saviour 3 
with all his benefits, is ſincerely offered to their acceptance, 
and that if they would come to CHRIST and believe on him, 
they might have re lemption and eternal life: thro' his name. 
| Wee according to their doctrines of particular redempiion 
and veprobation, CHRIST never was the Savieur of reprobate 
or non-ele& ſinners either in intention or offer, and never 
Jied for them, any more than far devils, They do indeed talk 
of many benefits and advantages which the non: clect enjoy by 
CHRIST, as life and all; its bleſſings, this world and all its 
enjoyments, the nean , grace, and a ſhort reſpite from hell. 
Tut fecing all theſe ſuppoſ.d benefits. only give them oppor- 
tunity of aggravating their condemnation, by their continu- 
ing in unbeliet and impenitency under that goſpe], which can 
- never profit them, the glad tidings of ſalvation, by a redeemer 
; together with, preſent. lite and all its enjoyments, are ſo. far 
trom deſerving, the vame of benefits, that, upon the whole. 


need 


+ 


10, in the very nature of things. 


1 


tn. 


I well know that when we are once $rmly pens 


ſuaded that a doctrine comes from GQD, or 
(which amounts to the ſame) is revealed in 
| ſcripturs, no ſuppoſed frightful, nor even real- 
: ow troubleſome conſequences, ſhould deter us 
rom embracing it, and acting accordingly: 
And, if 1 know myſelf, I thi 4 my mind 16 
open to conviction; at leaſt Lam coined it 
is my duty to lay aſide every 
prepoſſeſſion which might pr * the hight 6 ” 
truth from my mind pa when d 
are far deduced from remote premiſes, woke a 
long chain of intermediate links, it beer Ga 
the weakneſs of the human underſtanding to be 
very diffident in haſtily admitting concluſions; 
eſpecially if the dodirine thus deduced, be of a 
practical nature which may induce reat 
alterations in the worſhip and diſcipline of the 
church and more cfoecially ſtill, if it Hos 
prima facie to infer ſome difagreeable confer 
quences. - Very good and honeſt. minds, by 
long brooding on ſome favourable. hypotheſis, 
have often been a little warped from the right, 
and led to imagine that they have ſeen great 
force in arguments, which were not very va- 
lid er concluſive; and the more Pgfutroe and 
dogmatical we are in theſe matters, we ſeem 
ſtill the more liable to the power of prejudice 
al the danger of miſtake. I do not fay this, 
my dear fir, as tho? I ſuſpected you to be under 
the power of prejudice in the Ro before us. 
Jou ſpeak. as one fully and deliberately con- 
vinced 18 f being in the N and indeed the | 
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oftner I read your ſermons on baptiſm, the 
more force I think I ſee in your arguments; 
and yet I really think, on the ſuppoſition that 
your doctrine is right, the practice of it ſhould 
be introduced with great prudence and caution, 
and not before it is well underſtood by a peo- 
JJ%%%%% . 
As to what you fay of the purity of the 
church; it is certainly greatly to be deſired, 
and no rational or ſcriptural method ſhould be 
left uneſſayed to obtain as great a degree of it 
as poſſible. But I believe no human means 
will ever be able wholly to exclude hypocrites, 
or ſeparate the tares from the wheat in the 
church militant : And it is much to be doubt - 
ed whether the univerſal practice on your doc- 
trine of baptiſm, might not be the accidental 
occaſion of opening the church door much 
wider than it is at preſent, for the admiſſion 
of unworthy members. che whether the 
diſgrace of having one's children unbaptized, in 
a chriſtian country, might not induce multi- 
tudes to wriggle themſelves into the church, 
99 In the ſermon referred to, Mr. Green undertakes to prove 
that as Baptiſm is adminiſtred to children, only by virtue of 
the Chriſtian profeſſion of their parents, none but the children 
of ſuch as are viſibly in covenant with GOD and in full com- 
munion with the Church, have a right to Baptiſm. This he 
argues chiefly from the par:ty of theſe two ſacraments; bein 
both ſigns and ſeals of the ſame covenant; and that conſe- 
quently the qualifications for receiving them ought, in reaſon, 
to. be the ſame. Mr. Green himſelf practiſes on this doctrine 
In his own congregation, and many o his brethren in the 
miniſtry, induced by his arguments, are endeavopring to in- 
Troducę the ſame practice in their reſpective congregations, 
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„ 
by ſulemg lies and hypocritical profeſſions, n- 


| ther than to he under it? - 


I intirely approve of, and cordially adhere 
to, that ſcheme of religion which tends to ex- 
alt GOD and humble the creature. 1 think 
G OD can never be exalted" high enough i in 


the thoughts of the creature, nor the ſinful 


creature ſunk low enough in his own thoughts: 
And if I could imagine that there was any one 
article in my creed which favoured the oppo- 
ſite, falſe, abominable doctrine, I would tear it 
off with indiqnation, and tear away that part 
of my heart which had harbour'd it. Yet 1 


deem e in GOD to be an amiable, 


ualiſied perfection; and I dread to conceive of 


the ALM GHTY as a proud, 3 „ Capricious 


tyrant, in order to vindicate his independency 
on the creature, or under a pretence of doing 


this. And yet I cannot help thinking, as my 


mind 1s now circumſtanced, that the eavinii. | 
tick doctrines, of particular redemption and abſe- 
lute, unconditional reprobation, tend to excite this 
idea of the ever-bleſſled GOD! 
] am fo far of Bolinbroke's and his muſical 


friend Pope's opinion, as to believe in a qualified 
ſenſe of the phraſe, that Whatever is, is right ; 


i. e. juſt as GOD Fforeſaw, determined and per- 
mitted that it ſhould be; and that, of all poſſible 
plans of a world, he adopted one of the beſt up- 


on the whole. This ſeems clearly deducible 
tftrom the infinite power, wiſdom and goodneſs 


of GOD. Tho I greatly heſitate at that fup- 
a of yours, That GOD might have 
| made 
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made a world of free agents, without a poſli- 


bility of their falling into fin.” I look on. this 
as implying an abfurdity. The contrary opi- 
nion, beſides its evidence from Teafon, clears 
up or relieves many difficulties in our way of 
conceiving of the divine procedures. W ates 
28, on the other hand, if ſach an univerſe 


_ could have been made, it will be hard, if not in- 


poſſible, for ſuch creatures as we are, to con- 


ceive why it ſhould not have been bet. 


OUR reaſonings on the neceſſity of intro- 
ducing n and miſery into the ſyſtem, in order 
to diſplay the divine perfections, I conceive are 
at beſt very arbitrary and hypothetical; and it 


ſeems to give little advantage to our idea of 


the divine benevolence, to ſuppoſe it illuſtrated 
by the endleſs and inconceiveable torments of 
millions of rational creatures, on the ſuppoſiti- 
on that this could have been prevented by a 
happy and finleſs ſyſtem. It winds. be daring, 


I think, to fay, that GOD had no other way 


of manifeſting the glory of his perfections to 

his creatures, than by the eternal miſery of a 
number of . Wherefore I conceive 

it ſaſeſt to ſuppoſe (with all reverence be it 


ſpoken) that GOD could nat (in conſiſtence 


with his perfections, and the free agency 
of the 8 make a ſyſtem of free, A- 
COUNTABLE creatures, without. the poſſibi- 

ly of ſin's nnn into duch 2 len 8. 


As - 


$ 8 your laſt letter you 7 to 1 5 a little benen 


5 on what E here advance, and aſk if this is conliſtent with 
3 oben vi which tends to exalt GOD, and bumble the creature ? 


I bum- 


$2 
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As to the quantum of ſin in our ſyſtem, it was 
doubtleſs foreſeen, permitted, and is wiſely over- 
ruled by GOD: But 1 confeſs I am by no 
means pleaſed with your way of wording this, 
via. G OD's willing, ordering and in his way 
CAUSING this quantum of fin ; and this 
too, as a neceſſary and glorious diſplay of his 
holineſs' < CAUSING OF SIN, in the moſt 
qualified ſenſe, ſeems a very harſh phraſe, when 
applied to the GOD of holineſs, and more eſpe- 
cally as a diſblay of bis holineſs I am ſtill 
more at a loſs to concerve how < GOD's hav- 
ing ordered 4% fin in our ſyſtem, would have 
proved him to have been, not a good and Holy, 
but an envious being!“ mi „ 
OU have, indeed, in your laſt letter, in 
ſome meaſure retracted theſe phraſes, as ſcund- 
ing harſh; tho' you ſtill ſeem to ſuppoſe they 
expreſs an zmportant truth. This, my dear fir, 
does but the more confirm me in the ſuſpicion, 
that a ſcheme of thinking, which requires /uch 
language- to expreſs it roundly and clearly, may 
de a little dangerous——and does. the more 
attatch me to the ſuppoſition advanced above ; 
* that GOD could not (in conſiſtency with the 


I humbly. conceive that it is, Sir. I never meant to ſay, ner 
can I think my words imply it, That GOD could not have pre- 
vente fin's entering, if he had ſo pleaſed: but this would be 
to deſtroy. that /reedom which I intended to maintain, by con- 
firming ſuch creatures in holineſs. Surely you make fome dif- 
ference between Adam's liberty in a ſtate of innocence, and 
that of Abimelect or any other ſinner in the preſent ſtate, where 
there is a diſpenſation of preventing reſtraining grace! Indeed 
I cannot reconcile the ſyitem of the greatgſt benewolente to any 
. other plan, than the ſuppoſition of /uch an impoſſibility. . 


* 


* 
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liberty of the creature) prevent ſin's entering 
into the ſyſtem ; “ but that, having permitted 
it, upon a clear foreſight of all its conſequences, 
as beſt upon the whole, rather than not to pro- 
duce ſuch a ſyſtem, he is determined to over- 
rule it in ſuch a manner, as will give a bright 
and perpetual diſplay of his in nite Powers 
wiſdom and goodneſs. . - 
WERE I thoroughly and convictively of 
your ſentiments. on this head, I readily allow, 
that I could not poſſibly fumble at any doc- 
trine of the precurſes or CONCURSES of the 
calviniſts. But then, according to my pre- 
{ſent way of conceiving of theſe matters, I ſhould 
have inſuperable difficulties about the doctrines 
of a judgment to come, and a future ſtate of 
rewards and puniſhments : Not being able to 
reconcile GOD's cauſing of ſin, in any ſenſe of 
the word, with his rectoral juſtice in judging, 
0 condemning. and eternally puniſhing the ſin- 
ner. And hence I ſhould be ſtrongly inclined 
to fall in with a modern Scoteb pbhoſe BRED. 
who, in his “ inquiry into the Fares and 
principles of morals,” eſpouſes the doctrine of 
fate, and as a conſequence of this, holds all our 
moral feelings to be deceitful, and makes ſin an 
impoſſibility. 
Hs. notwithſtanding, 1 well know that 
the gentlemen, who hold theſe ſentiments, diſ- 
avow all fuch conſequences, and doubtleſs ſee 
reaſon, to believe as they do. While I am 
charitably and firmly perſuaded of this, and 
am 5 from a e on which ſide ack 
7 Fn. nt 
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truth lies, I earneſtly pray that GOD ma 

enlighten, enlarge and ſanctify my vader 

121 and direct my enquiries, 2s that I may 

Je into all important and neceſary truth. LE 

am, it waul bo highly criminal alin me 995 

brace ſuch a dodrine, TY Lc NE inue t 

At as infeparaply 0 

eee as WD | er Ih ele; 

| An ces, muſt 12 5 . 27 an 15A 

mind a maſt d ee and, unworthy idea, of 
RES being I can. conceive of the devil 

as a moſt envious, #, malicious, revengeful ſpiri 2 

replete. with every malignant diſpoſi tion, Ag! 

_ wholly dab np an detseing the glory of the, 

vine workma R and involving his mige 
paid pl 62 ws in the ame circum- 


ſtances of guilt and miſery With himſelf: But | 
could 1 believe him 8 ich creating 1 


and making a world of ration immortal crea- 
tures, 1 Know not whether ok Wor rſt. idea of 
him could induce me to believe him capable 
of ga ing. theſe creature of his to ſin, and of 
_ puniſſung them for ſo doing, with e 
+torments. 1 <tr 
I am very far from. believing that. anz is 2 
| ,meerly fortuitous thing in our. ſyſtem; 7 or. that 


it entered into it . þe/ide_ the knowled e, Or 4 


of gin/t. the will of the creator. I firm V belie 
"that GOD clearly, foreſaw, and deliberately 10 


mitted it, T Hall its nerd circumſtances, 
_ aggravations ang « conſequences; and that, int * 


view, it makes a nece "ey | Ang IF, Tae l 


eee N ritem, 
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that it has, by the be wiſe ſupetin- 
tendency of GOD, tho? directly contrary to its 
own accurſed nature and tendency, been made 
to produce much glory to GOD, and ſupera- 
bundant good to many of his creatures. But 
farther I dare not fay at preſent, I believe it 
to be, in ſome fort, a neceſſary and unavoidable 
evil in the Tyſtem a fatal evil to numbers of 
GOb's creatures, and that nothing but infinite 
. wiſdom and power, could ever have extracted 
one {ingle grain of good from it. And altho' 
I firmly believe that all thoſe rational creatures 
Who are, or ſhall be, deſtroyed: by it, are wholly 
the criminal. cailſes: of their own deſtructiof 
yet I believe them to be ſo very unfortunate and 
1 at the ſame time, that, could any o- 
"ther plan have been fixed upon, whereby fin 
*could have been totally excluded and the free 
agency of the creature ſecured, infinite benevo- 
lefice would have fixed upon uch a plan, in 
reference to the preſent, or any other where 
Be muſt have been admitted. And in perfect 
conſiſtence with this idea of the divine beneve- 
lence, I think I can. conceive how GOD might 
deliberately permit ſin to enter into our ſyſtem, 
rather than not form ſuch a ſyſtem, and puniſh 
impenitent ſinners without having any real 
complacency in their miſery ; ſo that even the 
"moſt miſerable. of all his creatures ſhall never 
have juſt reaſon to impeach the tquity of his 
procedures. I can conceive that, notwith- 
ſtanding this permiſſion, GOD necd be in o 
e the cauſe of that fin which he is deter- 


mined 


1 * 2 


mined to puniſhi with eternal: torment in his 
creatures; but that ſin is wholly the creature of 
men and devils ; ; and that the miſery they ſhall 
ſuffer, is the juſt and proportionate reward ef 
their own evil devices: And, finally, that who+ 
ſoever of our guilty, obnoxious race is ſaved, . 
he: ſhall be | obliged to - aſcribe his ſalvation 
wholly to the rich, free and. an EN: ery 5 
| of GOD in CHRIST. | 

IN my preſent way of thinking, I have not 


1 che leaſt doubt of the eternity of hell's tor- 


ments. Not to mention the preciſion. of 
ſcripture in this article, I conceive it infinitely 
_ equitable that thoſe who have an eternal 
weight of glory ſet before them, and put with- 
in their reach, by the goſpel, ſhould ſuffer eter- 
nally for deſpiſing and rejecting it. S0 that, 
on principles of reaſon, I think I can juſtify 
the equity of the eternal puniſhment of goſpel 
deſpiſers, at leaſt. But were L to adopt the 
ſcheme of univerſal benevolence, upon your prin- | 
ciples, and in the extent in which you ſeem to 
hold it, I think it would ſtagger me a little in 
the belief of that doctrine. If, by the principle 
of univerſal benevolence, you mean, A diſpoſi- 
tion to promote the greateſt ood-of the whole 
ſyſtem, as far as the plan of the fyſtem will ad- 
mit;“ I readily; grant that the miſery of a great 
number of the creatures, may conſiſt with the 
principle of univerſal benevolence in the creator; 
and in this ſenſe, I ſubſcribe to the doctrine. 
But if you mean that GOD, having it in his 
| * to Faun, a ſyſtem wherein ſin and miſery 
8 8 1 e 
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couldinot tale) place; was pleaſed, in ME "ny 


to adopt the — and deliberately to cauſe 
and introduce à certain quantum of 2 and mi- 


ſery for the greater-good of the Whole; I profeſs 


I cannot ſee how fuck a choice and preference 
_ can/confiſt with the principle of anivenſal hen. 


volence——unleſs the effects of this benevolence 


be ſuppoſed to reach, one time or other, to eve- = 


ry individual of ſuch a ſyſtetn, and give unto 
every fuch individual a ſurpluſage of happineſs 
ir the whole period of its exiſtence; and this 
would lead me unavoidably into the ſcheme of 

"Ramſey and the other univerſal redemptioniſts. 


For I think, on this ſcheme of univerſal bene- 


volente, no \fingle individual of the whole ſyf· 
tem thould be left in a ſtate of endleſs miſery, 
miesrly to promote and advance the ſtability nd 


"Happineſs of ſee other individuals. Wherefore 


I really think it behoved prefident Edwards, in 


A very particular manner, to confute Ramſey's 


ſcheme, and I fhall gladly purchaſe his book, 
When it appears. I know of but one way of 
getting rid of this difficulty, and that is, by 


Iuppoſing chat, altho* GOD could have made 

- flflleſs ſyſtem of free agents in tlie ſenſe above, 
yet in no other ſyſtem than the preſent, could 
be have given ſo bright a diſplay and manifeſ- 


tation of his perfections to his creatures; and 
that for this reaſon he preferred and adopted 
the preſent, though neceſſarily involving multi- 
tudes of his creatures in endleſs miſery. But 
this, as J obſerved above, is a meer begging of 


Moo Guzſtron'; 7 "OW" it 4s * in us to limit 


EE. the 


ra 


32 divine Aer and impoſſible for us to know 
that GOD could not have given as bright 2. 
diſplay of his perfections to the creatures of a 
ſyſtem, into which ſin and miſery could not 
have entered: beſides; not the efſential glory, 
but the univenſal bene volence of GOD, is the 
idea to be reconciled with his preference of the 
preſent plan. GOD, according to my idea of 
him, is not a /e being, who either needs or 
defires to have any of his perfections manifeſted 

at the expence of his creatures, His chief de- 
clarative glory conſiſts in the exhibition of his 
wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and mercy; and 
without an evident diſplay of theſe, he could 
not appear glorious to the apprehenſions of his 
rational creatures: But to ſuppoſe him pre- 
Ferring 2 ſyſtem replete with fin, A 2 with the 
 -endlefs miſery of numbers of his creatures, meer- 
ly to Alnſtrate two or three of his perfections, 
i — he might have planned a ſyſtem, conſiſt- 
ent with the free agency of his creatures, from 
which ſin and miſery might have been preclu- 
-ded, ſeems utterly repugnant to the above ami- 
Able idea of the Almighty, and particularly in- 
conſiſtent with his #nwer/al benevolence. _ _ 

© Treally believe if any man were able to make 
this ſcheme conſiſtent with itſelf, or to caſt light 
on thele dari and deep 5 — of G0 D, Mr. 
"Edwards was that! 15255 He was unqueſtion- 
ably an holy man, and he ſeems to have been 

Ml penetration and intellect; and it well becomes 
a perſon ſo every way. inferior as I am, to con- 
trovert the ſentiments of ſo e and good a 


2 lag pos . 


E 
man, with the utmoſt modeſty and deference. But 
T confeſs his doctyine of the will ſeems to me lit- 
tle elſe than à doctrine of Fate. The conſtant 
dependence of our choice upon motives exter- 
nal or without us; the incontroulable power of 
theſe motives to produce our choice, and all 
theſe motives ſo ed and planted by divine de- 
termination and providence, as that the chain 
can never be broken, but muſt infallibly draw 
with it the laſt link, renders men's actions -/o 
neceſſary, that, in my opinion, there can be little 
room for virtue or vice, for reward or puniſbment. 
The creature does, indeed, in one ſenſe, chooſe 
very freely; and yet, in another ſenſe, he chooſes 
fatally and. cannot but chooſe x. Yet, towards 
the latter end of this book; he, very dexterouſ- 
lvy, gives all theſe vohtions and actions of the 
creature ſuch moral colouring, as to make them 
the proper objects of pruiſe and blame, reward 
and puniſhment. Now, if the will of a man has 
et een enn, #1, En 8 OR 
That mind is ſaid to be poſſeſſed of natural liberty, or 
liberty of choice, which is ſo conſtituted, as that its vohtions 
mall not be inwincibly determined, by any foreign cauſe or con- 
fideration whatever offered to it, but by its own ſovereign 
I any. inftance- occurs in which the mind can chooſe xo 
. otherawiſe than it dovs, it is not in that inſtance naturally free; 
tho' it Chooſes with the. greateft delight, and executes its voli- 
tis ele 9,0 
A man is Faid to be morally free, when there is no inter- 
poſition of the will of a ſuperiour being, to probibu or deter- 
mine his actions in any particular under conſideration.” 
%% What ſome call a liberty of /pontaneity, conſiſts meerly in 
choofing to perform any particular action. Nor does it at all 
enter into the queſtion, whether we can chooſe or perform the 


- contrary. But ſince this is nothing more than willing, it does 
not deſerve the name of liberty.“ Vid. Dr. Doddridge's poſth. 


— 
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no elective, felf-determining power in the choice 
of Objects, but is neceſſarily and unavoidably 
moved and determined by à train of external 
motives, ſo fixed and ordered in the plan of 
things, as never to fail in determining it; it 
matters not to me how freely, i. e. ſpontaneouſly, 
the man chooſes or refuſes the obj ects that pre- 
ſent themſelves to him — there 1s certainly 10 
Polſibility of his chooſing or refuſing otherwiſe 
than he actually does; and 1 ſhould think it as 
abſurd to praiſe or blame, to puniſh or reward a 
mar for being bound at a ſtake, as a man thus 
neceſſarily determined in all his volitions: and 
how to reconcile this with moral and accounta- 
PoE freedom, I am utterly at a loſs. | 1 
"PRESIDENT Edwards has indeed, in a ve- 
| Fe: logical and laboured manner, hdd to 
eſtabliſh the dependence of human choice and 
' volition upon external motives, and to prove 
the abſurdity and impoſlibility of the ſelf-deter- 
mining power of the will, and its inconſiſtence 
even with common; ſenſe; tho? it has been gene- 
rally thought a dictate of this. And I confeſss 
I have neither leiſure, nor perhaps penetration 1 
L enough, to diſcover where the fallacy lies in ; 
2 his reaſoning. But, while to me, even greater 
ö abſurdities and impoffibilities ſeem to follow 
; from his ſcheme, than from that of the ſelf- , 
l determining power, I mult needs ſuppoſe fome |} 
fallacy in his reaſoning, and can never adopt a 1 
ſcheme, which, as I conceive of it upon preſent 1 
evidence, intirely deſtroys moral agency. The - |} 
| cas is this. You 1 Cs Eqwards ſeem 
N to 
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to me to hold a ſcheme, wherein all things are 
ſo fixed, ordered and diſpoſed by a divine prede- 
termination and decree, that, by a neceſſity of 
»conſequence, they muſt come to paſs . nay, what 
is much more, that there is a proper eiciency and 
caſualty on the part of GO, in determining the 
volitions and actions of mankind, even thoſe 
that are evil: for what leſs can be or hel 


__ .GOD's laying à train of motives before the 

agents, which, as ſo many, neceſſary cauſes, mu 

infallibly produce their effects, and bring theſe 
-volitions and actions into exiſtence. This 
ſcheme you ſeem to think necęſany in order to 
maintain the ſupreamacy and;/evereignty of GO, 

and the abſolute dependence of the creature, 
and eſſential to the plan of the divine ſyperin- 
tendency and government. And in order to 
ſupport this ſcheme, you ꝓroduce a number of 
zplauſible paſſages of ſcripture which ſeem to 
- countenance it; ſuch as ©: the certain prediſpo- 
al and ꝓredetermination of the; ſufferings and 
death of CHRIS T, and the blameablenels and 
guilt of the agents who fulfilled this decree; 
+GOD!s being ſaid to harden, Pharaob's heart, 
and his guilt and puniſhment in acting in con- 
1ſequence of this : fuppoſed divine influence; or 
appointment,“ and the like. Now the diſſicul- 
ty with me lies in reconciling this ſcheme with 
the moraſ per feltiuns of GOD, and the ee ggengy 
and accountablenkſs of the creature. Could 1 
do this clearly, L ſhould) have no objectien to 
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any motive, upon which a ſinful action of the 
creature mult neceſſarily follow ; if, Moreover, 
we ſuppoſe this influence Ae or motive pre- 


ſented, intentionally and with deſgn to produce 


this finful action, as a neceſſary and eſſential part 
of the divine plan, I cannot for my life conceive 
how the Moſt Hi gh can ſtand clear of the charge 


5 of being the proper of efficient cauſe of ſuch ſinful 


tion, and o Lahe guilt of it 8 indeed it could 
be ſuppoſed to 55 any guilt at all): for accord- 
ing to Mr, Edwards himſelf, The firſt cauſe, in 
chain of cauſes, is the proper cauſe of the 

lat effett flowing from ſuch a chain. At this 
rate I cannot, conceive of men otherwiſe than 
as neceſſary. agents; as wheels, weights or pullier 


in the machinery of the ſyſtem; and conſequent- 


ly as little the proper ſubjects of praiſe or blame, 

reward or puniſhment, as 10 many pieces of clock- 

work : nor do I know how to reconcile this 

ſcheme of babe with James i. 13—15, and 
ain ſcriptures. 

IS it abſurd and Finconitent to ſuppoſe, that 
the ALMIGHTY could endow a rational crea- 
ture with a power of determining his own vo- 
wien without rendering ſuch a creature there- 
i independent on himſelf? and, in order. to 


ertain GOD's abſolute ſovereignty over this 


free creature, is it not ſufficient to ſuppoſe that 


he perfectly foreſees his free volitions and de- 


terminations; has him ever perfectly Within 
the reach of his power, and can by proper mo- 

tives, ſuited to his rational nature and mora 
| keenlom, ſo influence, reſtrain, direct or. oyer- 
# rule 
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rile theſe volitions, as to make the tendut of 
his conduct comport with the general plan and 
deſign of his providence? Can we not conceive 
of G00 as decreeing or determining to make 
ſuch a world as ours, and ſuch creatures as we 
are; and as foreſeeing by his all-comprehenſive 
knowledge, the free volitions of his human 
creatures, and what courſe every individual of 
the ſpecies would take, according to their re- 
ſpective natures and circumſtances? and can 
we not conceive of him as powerfully and effi- 
caciouſly prediſpoſing ſome of them, by proper 
motives and influences, to effectuate the quan- 
tum of good he intended ;—and as putting it 
in the power of others to do good, 1f they choſe 
it; —yet leaving them ſuch a liberty of choice 
as he foreſaw they might, yea, and would abuſe, 
and thereby become the inſtruments of fulfill. 
ing the divine counſels by ſuch volitions and 
actions as are morally evil, and in ſo doing, be- 
come juſtly culpable and puniſbable? 
ALTHO' we acknowledge that GOD poſi- 
tively determined the ſufferings and death of 
his dear SON for the redemption of human 
ſinners; yet can we not ſuppoſe that he ap- 
pointed this tragical event to happen in a time 
and place where he foreſaw that many would be 
ſo deſperately wicked, ſuch abuſers of their li- 
berty, ſo criminally inattentive to the true cha- 
racter of the Meſſiah as laid down in ancient 
Prophecy, and fo blinded with prejudices of 
different kinds, as to reject the holy one and the 
Ie to thirſt for his bloods ang to take, and with 


204 cked 


no longer a probationer for 
_ abſurdity is there in ſuppoſing that he may be 
employed by GOD, as the dev/s are, in doing + 
the drudgery and drrty-work (if I may ſo expreſs 
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E 42.3 
wicked hands to crucify and ſlay the LORD of glory ; 
and thus, with the moſt criminal and blamewor- 
thy intention, to fulfil his high decree ? Does it 
imply any abſurdity or contradiction to ſup- 
poſe that the guilty actors in this tragedy ; that 


Judas, Pilate and the Jes, had ſufficient mo- 


tives to will and act the very reverſe of what 
they did; and that they had it in their power 
to comply with theſe better motives; and that 
their willing and acting upon different ones, 
was the formal cauſe of their guiltineſs and pu- 
niſhableneſs * May we not ſuppoſe that many of 
theſe men, and Pharaoh, had, by grieving the 
holy ſpirit, whereby they might have been 
ſealed unto the day of redemption, out-finned 
their day of grace ; and that they were become 
the proper objects of divine dereliction, and 
were juſtly given over by GOD to a reprobate 
mind to work all manner of wickedneſs with 
greedineſs; and conſequently that GOD might, 


conſiſt ent with his moral perfections, uſe theſe 
creatures, already ſel , fitted for deſtruction, as in- 


ſtruments to fulfil theſe his decrees to the 


doing of which no more ſeems needful, than 


that GOD ſhould leave theſe creatures (being 
no longer in a probationary ſtate, any more 
than devils) to work their own corrupt will, and 


only over-rule them in working it? When a 


creature has out-ſinned his N of grace, and is 
appineſs; what 


myſelt) of the univerſe. os 
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may be accounted for, and we ſhall ſteer 
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By this ſcheme of thinking, if I miſtake not, 
all the principal difficulties in the divine plan 


7 0 
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From this fcriptural repreſentation, I think, we 


mult necefarily infer, That BENEVOLENCE 
is the prime character of the DEITY; that his 
ith A ES good - 


t 5 1 


goodneſs {pontatconlly flows out to al the 
er objects of it; Rat he never made, or 
5 King A creature to whom hb dd ot 


maril defipn happineſs ; and that even all 

Mole le of His creatures, who, by fin, have for- 
feited all title to his ode /f , have deen, or will 
be, under a diſpenſation of his mercy (the devils 
perhaps only excepted, who having fallen from 
the higheſt ſtate of di nity and felicity, with- 
out a ; Prout are Juftly / 5 in everla ing | 
chains under darkneſs, unto the judgment 90 
great day) ——otherwiſe it will be Acct ta 
certain the full meaning 5 that emphatical 
expreſſion « His tender mercies are over ALL 
his works. 
WHAT you fay on this lune is, 1 think, 
extellent, and ſeems to imply all that I have ad- 
vanced. GOD exiſted when nothing elſe 
* d; a being of infinite wiſdom or intelli- 
ence; infinitely happy. His happinels con- 
“ hfting in the infinite rectitude of his nature, 
& and che infinite love and delight of himſelf. 

« —« GOD is love. — Therefore if he exert 
rc himſelf or manifeſt himſelf ad extra, it muſt 
ce be according to the infinite rectitude, love 
“ and benevolence of his nature. If he exhi- 
de bits himſelf in creation, and creatures can 
et ſee him by that exhibition, it muſt be accord- 
« ing to what he ig, and not according to what 
He is not; that is, his exhibitions mud appear 
&* to the creature, to be in love and benevolence; 
that is, in the end and iſſue of all things, 
5 they muſt and will appear ſo, to thoſe who 
view 
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„view things as thas are. Now, as nothing 
< can exiſt, or take place in being, but upon 
ce the divine plan and volition from eternity; 
«1 muſt ſuppoſe that every thing that exiſts, 
* was beſt upon the whole, or the N diſ- 
% play of the divine benevolence.” I, for 
my part, ſuppoſe ſo too: but how, my tar fir, 
can this idea of GOD tally or comport with 
that fatal chain of cauſal motives, whereby a 
vaſt number of the fallen race of Adam are in- 
evitably drawn into a ſtate of endleſs miſery, 
for the greater good of the ſyſtem? If one of 
theſe miſerable creatures is permitted to © ſee 
GOD in this exhibition of him,“ and his fa- 
culties are not ſuppoſed to be totally changed 
from what they are at preſent ; can he ſay in 
truth that 6051 18 good unto ALL; that he hath 
been good and merciful unto him? Is this con- 
fiſtent with the above idea of the divine bene- 
volence? Or, can infinite wiſdom find no other 
expedient to promote the general good of the . 
tem, than by ordering and planning things 5 
That a conſiderable part of it ſhall, without any 
diſpenſation of mercy, and proper ſtate of trial, be 
doomed to eternal torments, by an abſolute | de- 
cree of preterition. in a ſtate of hereditary, cor- 
ruption and miſery, from which they never had 
it put within the reach of their power to deli- 
ver themſelves, or to be delivered? Does this 
ſeem conſiſtent with our natural notions of di- 
vine equity, much more of his benevolence to all, 
and thoſe tender mercies of his, which are over 
* his Works * ? Or 1 is it fair and charitable to ſu- 


== x ous + ſpect 


* 


E 2 


ſpect men of wart of humility, or holding a ſyſ. 
tem inconſiſtent with the proper /overergnty of = 
GOD and dependence of the creature, who heſi- 
tate to adopt ſuch a ſcheme of thinking as this? 
Surely we ought to be perſuaded, upon the 
moſt convictive and infallible evidence, that the ſoul 
of man hath no /e determining power ; no liber- 
ty of choofing or refuſing the objects ſet before it, 
before we can be warranted to give up, with 
all theſe, our natural and ſcriptural notions of 
GOD's rectoral juſtice and paternal benevolence 
to his creature, in order to make room for fuch 
an idea of the divine ſovereignty, as is unamia- 
ble in itſelf and ſeems to ſtrike ſuch a fatal blow 
at the very vitals of moral agency! It tends, in 
my opinion, greatly to embarraſs and miſlead 
in this diſpute, to compare the ſoul of man, in 
its acts of volition, to inanimate things and ne- 
ceſſary agents, ſuch as chains, ſcales and balan- 
ces, moved by weights, and the like. What 
compariſon or ſimilitude can there be between 
a material, inanimate machine, and a living, ac. 
tive, conſtious immaterial ſubſtance, bearing the 
natural image of GOD? Or how can the mode 
of agency or operation in one of theſe things, 
be even illuſtrated or made more intelli fe” 
by the mode of agency or operation in the o- 
ther? Mr. Edwards doctrine of the neceflary 
connection between moral effects and their 
cauſes; 1. e. the motives which produce them, 
is indeed an intricate and Fn piece of 
work; and here I am apt to ſuſpect the fallacy 
in his whole ſubſequent reaſoning originates : 
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Rl can it indeed be proved abſurd to Conga 
600 capable of making a creature, which, af- 
ter its ag brought 55 exiſtence, ſhould. be 
 felf-mgvin wy | ſel -determining ; ; ſo far the fource 
and e of its own actions, as to render it 
properly accountable for theſe actions: and his 
without ſuppoſing the nece/fity of its being irre- 
ſiſtibly weighed down by motives, as a cale is 
| by weights, or drag d abqut hither and thither 
as a Puppet by wires, or a chain by the hand of 
a ſuperiour intelligence? Or, can nothing hut 
ſuch a creature as this be ſuppo {cd abſolutely 
dependent on its maker; or a proper ſubject o 
moral government ? Is it not ſufficient to afcer- 
tain the proper dependence of a human ſoul upon 
G0 D, that he has made it, wa pe it_its 
powers (one of Which is a Aber x e 
that he foreſees its free volitions, and can and 
daes, controul and alter them When he pleaſes ? 
And if man were ſuch a creature as this, could 
it be ſaid, with any propriety, that man ĩs in- 
dependent on GOD ? 

TT is to me a very. ſmall matter. in this con- 
troverly, what quantum of evil there i is in the 
univerſe by the fault of men or devuls, : — 7 
GOD can be exculpated. fram the charge o 
having any cit. in producing it, and that 
bis ways to man can be vindicated: So that he 
ſhall appear, to Tight reaſon, juft and 1855 true 
and Vncere, in all his dealings and tranſactions 
With his creatures. And to make this appear 
in a clear and unoxceptionable light, upon your 
Are 3 the fame time removing the main 


obje ec- 


£593 +3 
Sedos I have alledged a 


troverſy. 
YOU will, perhaps, ay that 3 Bob 
wards hath already done this unanſwerably, in 


his book upon the will, and that to reſume the 


ſub} ect before that book 1 is anſwered in a fatif- 
factory manner, is only agere actum. I will 
not poſitively ſay, but Edwards book 
may contain in it a ſolid 3 of my o- 
pinions: but you will grant, with me, that 


many of the reaſonings in that book, are ab- 
ſtruſe and metaphyſical, and little level to the 
capacities of common readers. Mr. Edwards 


may have been a clear thinker (he certainly was 


a deep one) but it happened to him, as it hath 


to many other authors of uncommonly exten- 


ſive and capacious intellectual powers, that he 


wrote a little obſcurely on ſpeculative and me- 
taphyſical themes. I do not mean that he 
wanted accuracy. or preciſion in his terms or defi» 
nitions; he ſeems to have guarded and adjuſted 


theſe with great circumſpection. But his ſtile, 


to me, is intricate and involved. 1 find it an 
immenſe toil te follow him in his reaſonin g3, 
and profeſs that; 
them, which I am not able to detect. His re- 
verent and worthy ſon· in· law, preſident” Burr, 
confeſſed and 1 this; and being a friend 


to his diſtinguiſhing tenets in that book, earn- 


eſtly wiſhed them publiſhed in a more eaſy, fas 


alen imelligibit * and 1 nn for, 


by 


gainſt them, will 
be a proper and ſati factory anſwer to this let» 
ter, and will put an e end to the con · 1 


here may be many fallacies in 
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by un ad me to pubüih my difficul- 
ties, with a friendly promiſe of removing them, 
while at the ſame time you earneſtly recom- 
mend me to Mr. Edwards“ book for a full 


cdonfutation of my opinions, ſeem to allow that 


the preſident's ſcheme of thinking in that book, 
may be made more intelligible, . conſequently 
more iu, by à plainer dreſs. Perhaps if 1 
underſtood Mr. Edwards, 1 might become an 
eafy'proſelyte to has ſentiments; and this may 
be the caſe of thouſands beſides. While, there- 
fore, I ſolicit a plain and candid anſwer to my 
objections againſt what I take to be Mr. Ed 
aards' ſcheme, I intend a real benefit to my- 
_-telf,- and may be procuring the ſame for many 
others, who are embarraſſed with the ſame dif- 
ficulties, and may be labouring under the ſame 
ä mifapprehenſions of the worthy author. 
J would here, once for all, ok you to 
eh me in the humble capacity of a learner 
in the preſent controverſy, and not as a perti- 
nacious diſputant wrangling for victory. The 
truth is great, and will prevail. This is my 
with and earneſt deſire, both with regard to my 


_ own particular, and the whole Chriſtian church. 


If, therefore, in any paſſagepof this letter I 
may ſeem to puſh matters Mar, or with too 


much warmth, I intreat youWot 


fuck paſſages, either into want 

for the ſacred diſputables, or rudenefs to 90. 
2 former I dread and abhor; of the latter I 

you wauld not ſuſpect me. I-have ſuch 

e perſuaſion 15 your piety, and fuch 5 A 
pe 
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ſpect for your judgement and candour, as will I 
hope, ever keep me at the greateſt diſtancs 


5 uncharitableneſs, either in thought, ar-.. 
language. Beſides; there breathes ſuck a ſpi- 


rit of k:ndne/s and goodneſs thro” all your [He 4 
as ſecures both my affection and gratityde.. - 


of different ſentiments ; beheving they may a 
be right in fundamentals, or mnocently. miſt 
ken in non-efſentials : but I can call no pon 


maſter, fave CHRIST alone. ; Great names, 


great abilities, or even great piety and grace can 
be of little weight with me, in forming my re- 
1igious ſentiments, ſo long as I continue to 991 
heve that no meer man is infallible in his Jud 
ment. If, therefore, I ſhall be thought, in t 
letter, to have puſhed ſome matters, as Fara - 
they will bear, and with ſome appearance 
warmth and attatchment to a favourite ſyſtem; 
it is with deſign that they may appear in the 
ſtrongeſt li ght, and thereby extort from you the 
more 9 ecclairciſſment, Nor ſhall 1 


dread to ſee my own opinions ſet in the moſt 
_ abſurg, ridiculous. or blaſphemous light they will 
bear, provided I may be thereby convicted of 


their fal/ity and dangerous tendency. 


THE thought, That the greateſt number of 


Adam s race ſhall finally periſh, is, I confeſs, 
extreamly ſhocking ; though I think it may be 
admitted without any imputation on the divine 
Juſtice and goodneſs, upon the ſuppoſition of the 
liberty I plead for. This is the-fly inſinuation 
* Ne en ane to the e e of reye- 


lation; 3 


highly venerate men of worthy character, 19 ; | 
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3 1 | 
lation; and ſeems to be one of the moſt plau- 
; ble objections of the 'dei/ts,, againſt our holy 

religion. And I really did think that we had 
ground to believe it (in the caſe of adults, at 
ſleaſt) both from ſcripture and obſervation. Mr. 
Baxter and moſt of our practical divines, I 
think, ſeem to be of this opinion; and I do not 
recollect to have ſeen any thing on the other 
ſide of the queſtion, in the writings of any ap- 
proved, orthodox divine. Mr. Foſter, indeed, 
and ſome of the other arian and ſocinian wri- 
ters, together with the univerſal redemptioniſts, 
ſeem, from ſuper-abundant charity, to make 
the gates of heaven wide enough, contrary to 
the doctrine of the wide and ſtrait gates and 
"ways, and the few to be ſaved, of the ſcripture. 
If all dying in a ſtate of infancy, are to be 
ranked among the happy number of the 7e- 
"deemed and ſaved,” which has been long my 
private opinſon, a great majority of the human 

race will, doubtlefs, be eternally happy: but 

| as theſe poor innocents have never been properl 
moral agents in the preſent ſtate, nor 2&3 
to painful and hazardous conflicts of virtue; 

as the great adverſary of human kind (if I may 
be allowed ſo to ſpeak) has never had opportu- 
nity of engaging them in the field of battle, or 
of plying them with the artillery of his ſtrata- 
gems and devices; the triumphs of divine grace 
over a majority of the adult part of the human 

ſpecies, could it be ſuppoſed, would ſeem a 
much more glorious victory to the REDEEMER, 
and would much more effectually ſtop” the 

1 1 CO maouths 


\ 


WJ 


mouths of thoſe profane ſcoffers, who afſect to = 
ſet up the RE DEE ME R and Satan as two 
grand antagoniſts; the one labouring for the 
ſalvation, and the other for the deſtruction of 
human ſouls,” and who ſnerringly repreſent . 
fan's intereſt as always generally prevailing. ! 
NOTHING would give me more pleature, © 
that to be convinced that this is a ſcripture 
doctrine, and to he able to reconcile appearan- 5 
ces with it; and I ſhall be impatient to ſee chat 
Meſſrs. Bellamy and Hoptins have to ſay on the *: 
head. I can think of no other way that theſe 
gentlemen have to make out this favourable 
conjecture, than by ſuppoſing the end of the 
world yet at a very great diſtance, and that the 
millennium ſtate will be of very long continu- 

Ance, in which the generality of mankind will 
embrace the goſpel, in the love of it I call 

this a conjecture, as the appearance of things for 
the 5000 vears already run out in our world, 
is greatly againſt it. Either the orthodox have 
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formed very falſe and contracted notions of that 14 
| kind of religion, which puts men in a ſtate of 
. ſalvation; or a vaſt majority of mankind from A 
7 | the ereation to this day, have been travelling 
> in the broad way which leadeth to deſtruction. 


<P ro 


r I confeſs that, thro' a principle of benevolence 
g to my ſpecies, this thought has lain heavy up- 
on me, and 1 have long been labouring to ex- 
cogitate ſome ſalvo for this melancholy appear- 
ance, by ſuppoſing that, for all we know, num- 

ers of the heathens and Mahomedans, may 
2 JO be redeemed from ever 8 . | 

and 
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and advanced to ſome kind or degree of future 
happineſs, by the merits of an un#n9wn ſaviour; 
or, that CHRIST may be revealed to them, 
An ſome way of which we are ignorant; —or, 
that they may have ſome future or intermediate 
tate of trial, wherein a ſaviour and falvation 
rhro' him may be propoſed to their acceptance. 
* As to the ſilence of /cripture in this matter; I 
Hlaboured to reſolve it into the ſovereign plea- 
- ſure of GOD, who giveth; no account of his 
matters, farther than concerns the ends of his 
moral government. What the goſpel ſaith, it 
faith to them that are under the goſpel. The 
ſtate and fate of others, may be in a great mea- 
ſure deſignedly concealed from us, in order to 
engage us to the greater zeal and diligence in 
propagating the goſpel, as the moſt ſure and 
efficacious means of glorifying GOD and pro- 
moting human happineſs, both preſent and fu- 
ture. Beſides; the revelation of theſe arcana 


imperii divini might feed a vain cunolity, and 
engage us in a more attentive ſtudy of the af- 
fairs of others, than our own. As, fince 1 
have come to reaſon I could never imagine the 
numberleſs worlds around us; to be uninhabit- 
ed by perhaps different ranks of intelligent 
creatures, under moral laws and government, 

ſo I have conjectured that the ſcriptures are 
filent in theſe matters for the ſane, and /uch 
lite wiſe reaſons. I ſhould: be glad to have 
your ſentiments on this head, in your reply. 
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AS to your laſt printed ſermon , I think. it 


= be, in the main, and with ſome alterations, 


an excellent one, from A perſon 1 in my preſent 


way of thinking. The diſtinction between na: 
tural and mor al inability, 


and explained. My worthy and excellent 


friend preſident B urr was the firſt who ever A 


gave me an idea of this diſtinction. He did it 
in three ſermons preached from Joſbua xxiv. 
19. Ye cannot ſerve the LORD ; for he is an 
Holy GOD,” &c. He acknowledged they were 
the ſubſtance of Mr. Edwards book relative to 
that ſubject, and expreſſed a pretty ſtrong de- 


ſire of having them printed, as ſome of the 


moſt uſeful and important he had ever preach- 
ed. All the world I ſuppoſe are agreed in the 
idea of natural inability; and were I to define 
moral inability, it would be in terms like theſe; 
e A natural and contracted diſinclination or 
averſion to the exerciſes of piety and moral 


virtue, which becomes faulty and criminal by 
our. reſiſting motives which would have over- 


come it, and wilfully rk. 5 to apply © 
GOD, thro' the REDEEMER, by prayer and 


the other inſtrumental duties of Be ha an for 
thoſe influences of his HOLY SPIRIT (freel 

offered to all who ſeek: them) by which it 
would have been totally ſubdued, and our vo- 


litions and actions engage on the fide of piety 


and e „ — Butn. o. e on 


from. Rom: i wy 19. printed at New- ork, 2990 


I have ever thought 8 
an important and uſeful one, when well ſtated 


„ Intitled « The 455 i faubine — 12 ee! abb. hs, 
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the ſcheme of a particular redemption (into which 


I believe you yourſelf, and all my brethren with 


you, have gone 5) 1 fee no propriety at all in 


this 


8 You'll pardon me, my dear fir, for this miſtake concern - 


Ing your opinion, and tlfat of my brethren in your neigh» 


'bourhood. I made it on a'preſumption that you were tho- 


rough Calviniſts, in the ſenſe in which that daArine is taugbt 


by Calvin, Turretine, Pictete, Witfius, Uſher, and other ſchool 


divines. Your ſentiments, and thoſe of our brethren, on 


this article, are very generous, catholic, and wnexceptionable in- 


_ deed, and ſuch as I have no ohjection againſt, You ſay 


« The moſt, if not all, your brethren in the miniſtry, are 6 
« large in their notions. of redemption, that you ſuppoſe I 
« would have no controverſy with them, on that head z 
« and that as to yourſelf, you ſuppoſe, you are ſomewhat 


„ peculiar, being more an univerſal redemptionift than any of 


„ them. Vou ſuppoſe that your nction of CHRIST's re- 
« demption is more extenſive than mine,---- That CHRIST 's 
% death and atonemznt was for all the human race. His 


„ death, you ſuppoſe, was not to purchaſe the love of G0, 


« nor the influences of the ſpirit------ but to open a way to 


4 fave'finners, conſiſtent with GOD's juftice and holineſs - 
« to ſhew the evil of fin, to vindicate GON's government, 
„ and the honour of his laws, You ſuppoſe alſo that it was 
4 the deohſtruent cauſe of the ſpirit's influences, It was, That 
« the goodneſs of GOD might flow ro any of the human 
% race, without eclipſing the glory of any of the divine per- 


. fections. By this the way is opened for all mankind to come 
e to GOD, thro* JESUS CHRIST. The deſign of CHRIST's 


« death,” you ſay, may be conſidered as the ſame, whether 
et a greater or a ſmaller number of Adam's race be finally fa. 
« ved by him.“ You declare, in Port, * that in your view 


% of things, you have no difficulty in ſaying, that CHRIST's 


« death and atonement was EQUALLY for all mankind,” No 
univerſal redemptioniſt, not even Arminius himſelf, ever went 
beyond this. I find therefore, that I have no controverſy 


with you, on this bead; and therefore that part of my letter 


which combats particular redemption, is only permitted to con- 
tinue in the letter, for the lake of thoſe whom I take to be 
[thorough Calviniſts jp this article. I wonder, however, that 
«:you are ready to ſuppoſe I miſunderſtand the Calviniſtick 


t M riters on this head ;“ though you grant it“ poſſible that 


Py 
. 


there may be a real eppo/ition between them and me.“ In- 
deed, jr, I think 1 do not miſunderſtand them: But 


leaſt I 
ſhould 


1 Al 1] 
«this ditinfino,, 28 held, forth Fe the —_ 
191 the goſpel in general. IT would firſt point 


gut what; I take to be an error in your defini- 
tion of natural inability. Tou ſay, repeatedly, 


es 15, 17, &c. of your ſermon, that na- 
"tural inability, is the want of Hover, or faculty 


to do what: perſons have a will to do, What 
they chooſe, and deſire. to do that it a/ways 
pete adde ee ent 5 mg” 

dithc oY 


mould be miſtaken, Y refer the candid reader to Calvins! s in- 


2 'Rititions, Furretine, Puffete, and almoſt all the ſy ſte matic ct. 


viniſt writers, on-phe-articles of the divine decrees, predeſtination, 
election, reprobati 70 and redemption alſo to Edwards cn; the five 
Ne ' But, my dear fir, the ore you are of an univerſal re- 
„, the more d ;ficult I find it to conceive of the: coh - 

. fiſtency. ot your principles. The ſyſtem of the ancient: Cal- 
, viniſts is abel.) Joi ted, and hangs together, be it right ar <wrong. 
But to tack univerſal redemption, i in the ſenſe „hold it, 
.to Mr. Edwards”, goctrine of the will, and make . 15 


wh + 4 # 4 © % 


ts requires, in my « opinion, a a great d cal 'of 1 inge 
deed. 


Calviniſm, I find, while it ſtill Fan en a ſe, *. = 


Tie and anos pfegpia y 1 reel its nature ſince Calvin Wrote, 


ED 8 he eng 'of. the „ C: 1 . 


e e Bat! 8 as new 9 embraced rh 


E . or 1 wage) Ka error to the opp — 
_. viglation of that law, whereby we ar 
man. maſter, ſave C A157. Tho' I be 


v4 % o 


Were I think it . 
Fommanded to-ca 


a 


ve myſelf to be 225 ap 


of a calviniſt, than 0 arminian, yet I Meedaim both hefe up- 
nen as Jean ſubſcribe to neither of theſe great men 
i a ghout. And for the like reaſon, I think you, and my 
ren "ind you, ſhbuld' do the fame. Triv'enough, re Are 
indeed. 
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difficulty i in the way, where there i is a 2010, Aae 
and heart to and for a thing.” I think the laſt 
clauſe of this definition, printed in italichr, 
: ſhould be wholly omitted: For I imagine that 
an enſurmountable obſtacle or a natural impaſſibi- 
ity of our doing any thing, whether our heart 
or will be for it, or r it, fully conſtitutes 
our natural inability of performin; g that thing. 
c. g. I am naturally unable to remove a 
mountain, whether I wilt and chooſe it, or not. 
My willing, or not willing, makes no manner 
of odds in my power or ability. The ; Qing 1 is 
- wholly bras any natural power of mine. 

IHE fame will, in my opinion, holds equally 
true in moral or ſpiritual, as it does in natural 
difficulties. If there be any inſurmountable 
obſtacle in my way, to any moral or ſpiritual 
attainment; it is, in the nature of things, 
"wholly as impoſſible for me to remove this 
_obflacte as to remove the mountain. 

HAVING thus abridged this definition to 
"hat I think i its true and natural limits, I would 
_ farther fay——That, upon the ſcheme of a 
particular redemption, it is @s impgſſible for the 
non: elect or reprobate to be ſaved, or to de or 
#btain any thing ſpiritualiy good, as it is for me 
to remove a mountain; ſo that the moral inabi- 
lity they are under, is to all intents and pur- 
poſes, a natural one: for were it even poſſible 
that they could have a oi/l and defire to be 
ſaved, yet are they under a natural impoſſibility 
of ſalvation for them no ſaviour was intend- 

ed or provided; to them no ſaviour was EY 
| Tor 


4 3 


—for them no ſaviour died ian them was no, 
ſpirit purchaſed, and to them. no falyation. is 
really . fencerely offered. It is then ip/o facto 
impoſlible for them to believe, repent, or do 
any thing ſpiritually g .or to. obtain. any 
power of doing theſe things; and much more 

to be ſaved, I do not mean, that they have no 
ſuch power in themſelves; for in this — 5 5 
are on a footing; but there is an e e 
abſtacie in the way: the thing cannot be: and 
therefore, by your own conceſſion, they muſt 
be wholly blameleſs in not believing, repent - 
ing, &c. i. e. in not doing natural impeſſibilities. 
It, to this it is anſwered, as it generally is by 
calviniſts, that man, by his apoſtacy, has 
brought. this impotency upon himſelf; and that 
man's having loſt his ability of doing ood, 
does not ee GOD of 44 Juſt requiſitions 
upon man; ſo that GOD ay ju/ty and equitar 
bly enjoin many duties upon man, which he 
hath now, thro” his apoſtacy, no power of per- 
forming: that theſe commands are ju? and 
equitable in themſelves, and therefore may be, 
and ought to be enjoined on an impotent crea- 
ture, and the like; I will more particularly 
conſider this matter OW: I would at preſent 
obſerve, . , 
THAT the ſcri ptures ſcem to lay the grand 
cauſe of guiltineſs 5 condemnablene 15 in ſinners, 
not ſo much on their original apoſtacy and the 
corruption of their nature, as upon their not 
coming to CHRIST as their ſaviour, and be- 
lieving! in him, and complying with his ſaving 
F 2 delign, 
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defign, and cherifhing the motions of his ſpirit, 
aud repenting of their ſins; and doing ſoriits' 
thing which GOD hath graciouſly put it in their” 
ower to do, and Which he is continually dif 
Poing and exciting them to db; continually 
"working or operating in them, both to will and lo 
4h the things that are pleaſing to him. The 
goſpel ſeems uniformly to offer ſalvation to'the 
reateſt of ſinners, to all ſinners, and to tell 
hem, without exception or Hfnitation, that * 
fiviour is provided for chem, and that it is 
ſome how or other wholly their' own fault if 
they do not come to him, and embrace hint, 
And be ſaved by him: all which muſt be 45%. 
lately falſe and ſhamefully trifling, if CHRIST 
did not die for 4% ſinners, and if the benefits 
of His death were not put properly within tlie 
reach of all goſpel ſinners, without exception: 
ör if there were any natural or In/urmountable 
2b2:le put in the Way of the filvition 6f 4) 
ſach ſinner; by decrees, fatal concatenation of ir. 
ritible motives; or otherwiſe. So that if there 
be any truth in this remark, then; either the 
_ ealviniftick doctrine of particular tedemption is 
antiſcriptural and abſurd; or tlie diſtinction of 
moral inability is applicable only to the uncon: 
ver ted elect, and is very improper and untrut 
when addrefſed to the hearers of the goſpel 


9 * 


promiſeuoully, as applicable to them all. 
© INDEED f have always deemed it either ½ 
Honeſt or trifling, in particular redeniptioniſts, to 
addreſs the offers of the goſpel to 4% in general, 
aud to urge all in general to Blieb in CHRIST, 
nt e repent, 


IL 45 li 


repent, 8&c. witli à ſolemn aForanct that no db. 
ſtarle ſtood in the way of the ſalvation of any 
ſinners of Adam's Wet their own perverſe» 
neſd and unwillingneſs to come to CHRIST, 
that they might have life. I have ſuch an ab- 
korrence of inſincerity that, I. proteſt, were L 
into this ſcheme of thinking, I ſhould think 
myfelt obliged: to preface every diſcourſe. in 
Which the offers of ſalvation: were made to ſin- 
ners, with ſome ſuch declaration as this: My 
« poor fellow-ſinners; G0 hath, of his e. 
a" reiger pleaſure, choſen ſome of the c 
4 mats of mankind! to eternal life, and hath 
« paſſed by the reſt, and left them to periſh 
« eyerlaſtingly without remedy. Who. thas 
Happy number are, we know not: but in 
e Ropes that ſore of them may be among 
% audience, who are ſtill in their ſins, I am 
«< commiſſioned in the name of GOD to make 
« theſe offers to /uch, being affured that, one 
< time or other, they will be called by his 
grace, and have their moral impotence and: in- 
« ability removed by this call.— As to the reſt 
„ of you, whoever you are, your Caſe is irre- 
« mediable and defperate. You have no claim 
« to theſe tenders, nor can you have any part 
in this goſpel falvation. Nevertheleſs, it 
“ will be your duty quietly to acqueſce in, and 
* even to approve of, this diſpofal of things, as 
your eternal miſery will be ſo over-ruled as 
to promote the general good of the ſyſtem, and 
ie to manifeſt the glory of the divine ſovereign⸗ 
. . in * final iſſue of- things. Jet, As it 18 
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* impoſlible for any of you to know, in parti- 
r cular, that you are the unhappy perſons; you 
s are all, without exception; commanded and 
7 invited by the external call of the goſpel to 
4 believe, repent and be converted; and theſe in- 
vitations and commands being reaſonable in 
te themſelves, tho' a compliance with them be 
4 empoſſible to you, your non-compliance with 
« them will juſtly aggravate your eternal mi- 
6 ery. Vet, my dear and very worthy friend, 
were I thus perſuaded, methinks I would pub- 
liſh theſe glad tidings to my fellow-ſinners 8 
an heavy heart and a faultering tongue; con- 
ſcious that many of them were under a natural 
. Impoſſibility of embracing them, and yet were 
liable to an increaſed condemnation for rejecting 
them: for, he that believeth not, is condemned al. 
ready, BECAUSE he hath not believed on the 
name of the only begotten Son of GOD. John iii. 
BUT you difclaim the doctrine of particular 
redemption, and therefore are not chargeable 
with its conſequences. Let us examine how- 
ever whether you do not confound the ideas 
of natural and moral inability in your ſermon, 
and whether moral inability in ſome paſſages of 
it, does not, by fair piety on amount to 
that which i - roperly natural. Indeed I can- 
| Not ſee it poſſible for any perſon of your prin- 
cCiples to avoid confuſion in this matter; be- 
cauſe I think ſome of your principles my 


inconſiſtent with this diſtinction. 


YOU in a manner begin your diſcourſe with 
« e which ſeems to need proof, by ſay- 
ing, 


FL 7 1 


| ing, page 4th, “ That GOD might juſtly have 
left all mankind in their obſtinacy and impeni- 
tency, without affording his /peczal, or even re- 
ſtraining grace. Yes, provided theſe were 
felf-contratted, and aroſe not from original cor- 
ruption, aided by a fatal train of invincible mo- 
tives to evil, inducing neceſſity; in which caſe, 
I ſhould imagine that the obſtinacy and impeniten- 
cy of mankind would have been blameleſs and 
guiltleſs. G0 D might doubtleſs have juſtl 
extinguiſhed the human race as ſoon as it fell, 
puniſhing only the actually guilty; but having 
ſpared it and ſuffered it 1 propagate upon the 
earth, the queſtion is, Whether he might have, 
5 conſiſtent with his 7u/tice and benevolence, left it 
in a ſtate of ſin and miſery, with affording it a 
diſpenſation of either ſpecial or reſtraining grace? 
He did not, and therefore I argue that he 
could not ; for he did what was beſt, and could 
not do otherwiſe. But theſe bold hypothetical 
poſtulata, ſeem to be the natural off-ipring of a 
ſyſtem which begins with the conſideration of 
man in a fallen ſtate, and paſſes ſlightly over 
the grand queſtion, How mankind came into 
© thoſe circumſtances of ſin and miſery in which 
we now find them?” From an attentive con- 
ſideration of which queſtion, I imagine, the ne- 
 Ceffuty of a diſpenſation of mercy, on GOD's part, 
Will clearly appear; and that this mercy cannot 
be the narrow, contracted partial thing which 
Particular redemptioniſts ſuppoſe, but muſt 


reach, in the poſſible attainment of it, to all 
the kind. 


PAGE 
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PAGE mY of the ſermon, The want of 
Jim 68 ſfpiritual inability, *“ is the ware of 
vill. „ Phis-want of will is all the inability 
there is. What eee is the ſoul 
-< and will, in that which is ſpiritually good. 

Man left his ſpiritual. 9 ante will, 
„ or-anolination to good, by the ava 4 of 
„ human — the fall ; 3p. 14“ Then 
G0 D requires that which „man hath not to 
give him, and never had ſince the. fall: for 
ſinner's inability, is the ſame as the depravity 

% nature; and till G0, by his omnipo- 
ee tent power, changes the heart and will,“ and 
puts the ſinner within the reach of good mo- 
tives, „ he never will ceaſe to love ſin, and 
68 e have an averſion to holineſs; p. 20. It is a 
heart and will that GOD requires of the 
-finner, which the ſinner has. not to give, and 
— he cannot have, until GOD gives it him. 
Af then a ſinner cannot will a thing until he 
<3 hath willed it; nor chooſe until he hath'cho- 
en; nor deſire, until he hath defired;;*:p. 194 
And that ſome power that he hath not, muſt 
© firſt enable him to will, chogſeè and dęſire, before 
{he can do theſe things hat can this be but 

à natural inabilityg? This want of an abili 

Which ns MD 1 never div eſted himſelf of, i: 
x 5 «CH e 


hit ie Sad nge W ſounded upon Mr. EDWARDS's 
4 : Chats doctrine of the will: Whereas, ſurely, we can conceive 

17 ef a, power inherent in an intelligent agent (VER as the hu- 
man ſon} prior to its operation or exeition. May not a 
ſout have a power of willing, before it wills? May not I have 

" #\miltito do ſomething, before I exert this volition, ſo as to 


" bring this thing, into EXUNENCE: 


1491 


cauſe 10 never poſſeſſed it: in ſhort, it is ſuch 
an inability as frees him from blame, by page 12 3 


becauſe to the giving of GOD. the will he is 
ſuppoſed to demand, there is an inſuperable 
difficulty ;”*-in as much as the man cannot give 


what he has never had, nor eyer can obtain by 
any. endeavours of his own : nay the man can- 
not even deſire it, or wiſh for it. He can 


deſire, when he hath a dgęſire, but not before. 


Yet you fay, (p. 19.) © they have all the pow- 
«er. that can be. conceived in the nature of 
« things for a ſinner to have ;—for they have 
+ light in the underſtanding they ſee the rea- 
e ſonableneſs and fitneſs of things, and the 
« obligations they are under, &c. I greatly 
queſtion this. I always thought the underſtand- 
ing was ſadly darkened and blinded by the fall; 
that the natural man could not know, nor 4 
ſcern the things of the ſpirit of GOD, —and that 
it required th 
cure this faculty of its blindneſs ; that, the eyes 
of their underſtanding being enlightened, ſinners 
might know what is the hope of his calling, &c. 


But I find that Mr. Hoptins and you, mi e out "0 
this faculty pretty ſound and vigorous, as tho”. 
it had ſuffered /:ttle, if any thing, by the origi - 


nal apoſtacy. . . 

PAGE 26th, © It is impoſſible to chooſe a 
< new heart, without having a new heart. 
Yet below G OD requires the inclination, 


« choice and will to that which is * and 


GOD muſt give this new heart, before the ſin- 
ner can will 0 or even defare re it. GOD then re- 


e power of renewing grace to 
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Juanes A ein ſibility from the ſinner. | 
IN the whole of the zd branch (p. 29. vo 
inekato natural invineible propenſities in the no- 


tion of ſpieituul inability, and make no differ- 
euce, in beine of blameableneſs, between them, 
and ſuch as are contracted" by habit and indul- 
gence. You ſtem indeed to have been aware 
(pi 240 that there is ſome difference, as to blame; 
between pröpenſities born toit h us, and thoſe 
contracted *'by cuſtom and practice; by keep- 
ing the former out of fight, while you argue the 
ſinner's faultineſs. But here, where you pur- 
poſe to remove. this weighty objection againſt 
blame out of the way, you ſeem very ſuperfi- 
cial; alledgin! in general, that to plead any 

abatement bf bn from original corruption, is, 
in fact, to Un the charge of it upon G0, in- 
ſtead of blaming and condemning ourſelves for 
original ſin d. and then, recurring to your deſi- 
nitien of faultineſs, you put off the matter 
lightly on which che greateſt ſtreſs lies, by ſay- 
ing, chat this i 1s the view of awakened con- 


"66 inen 


Of I would' "OY e to put ſome queſtions here, to which! I 
would beg direct and categorical anſwers. Do you think it 
poſſible tor a man, judging rightly, to blame and condemn 
himſelf, as guiliy of Adam's. firſt fin ? Do you think we are 
prdiperty to blame for the corrupt natures we brought into the 
wortd- with us, antecedently to our approbation of them, and 
| acting 1 in'couſormity to them? Or that GOD ever DIED or 
ill Condemn @ haman creature to eternal miſery} purely for 
hies corruption of nature ?---Or, that he may do it, we 
With infinite juſtice and benevolence ?---if not; can I have 
proper remorſe for that, as my .in, which GOD will not, cannot 
impute do nie at my f, and for which he will not, canxot 


uniſn me eteroally ? can I therefore blame and condemn my- 
Fo If for original fix | | 


4 


ee vineed ſinners. & I am of opinion that it 
is a ſinner's own guiltineſs, and /e/fecontrafted 
vileneſs and pollution, which mo/? diſtreſſes him 
at that time. he ſoul that finneth, it all 
die. Original fin, or, what I would rather 
chooſe to term it, original corruption (for I know 
of no original ſin, properly ſo called, but the 
firſt tranſgreſſion of Adam) is only of ſecondary 
conſideration, as the ſource from which actual 
tranſgreſſions flow, and the ſtock on which 
they are ingrafted by our own hands, and 
therefore ought to be lamented, and muſt be 
removed, in order to the attainment of true ho- 
PAGE 33, We may hence infer the im- 
portance of miniſters taking pains to enlighten 
people, &c.“ Page 20, you ſaid that “ finners 


—— 


— — —— ** — — 
Ir” ES 4 * ge Py — — * 3 — 
2 1 - * — — 2 
2 — —_ 5 — 
— — 2 ä B ACE 
n „„ et — — — 
— — — — — 


SS 
F +... 5 -—"4 — + 
. 2 =" . 

me Abad 

2 pn; - 


7 


We are not, I apprehend, in this controverſy, to conſider 
the feelings of awakgned convinced ſinners, relative to their ori- 
ginal corruption. The very youngeſt of them have adtual ſin 
enough to make them moſt humble, and to make them feel 
infinitely guilty and umtwor thy before GOD.” Beſides, the new 
views they have of the Fe of their nature; its 
infinite oppoſition to GOD's holineſs, and the neceſſity of its 
being removed, before they can enjoy GOD, the chief good, 
muſt needs fill them with vaſf concern (if not remorſe) on this 
head. And theſe different feelings riſing ſo powertully = 
inſtantaneouſly in the mind, cannot well be diſtinguiſhed at 
that time. When a man "feels bimſelf drowning, he has no 
leiſure to conſider boa he got into the water; but, perceivin, 
himſelf in a periſhing- condition, eagerly catches at the han 
of a deliverer, anxious to get out of imminent danger. But 
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when, as diwvines or philoſophers, we coolly and deliberately 
trace things to their ſource and origin; we are directly led to 
conſider how men came into their preſent qwretched,' helpleſs 
conditon, and to vindicate the dealings of GOD, with them 
in this late. And this I take to be the proper buſineſs of the 
preſent controverſy. . ' 8 | | Ls 
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are ſo out of the way of rational matives that 


60 b's omnipotent power is neceſſary, &c.“ 


And here the preacher is directed to enlighten 


and offer motives, as a very important duty, and 
the /ucce/s not in the leaſt doubted. 


PAGE 35, © If they ſaw their belpleſſneſs 


was nothing but their wickedneſs (and this they 
may ſee, or rather do ſee already, without any 


ſupernatural means; for there is light in the 


underſtanding, &c. p. 19, 20, 25.) inſtead of 
pretending tq wait for GO D's help (as ſome 


preſumptuouſly do) they might immediately 
ſubmit to GOD.” Might they indeed? This 


ſeems to imply ſome power to change the will 


not granted before, and which indeed I, even 
upon my principles, would not chooſe to grant: 
for it is my firm perſuaſion that the corrupt hu: 


man will, will never be changed to an degree 


of- good, without a e divine Wan- ; 


| TRI 


NOW, when the 1 9 88 are ene : 
ly conſidered, which ſeem perfectly of a piece 
with preſident Edwards' reaſoning on the ſame 
ſubj ect (ſee his book on the will,” from p. 22, to 
p. 26, &C.) and when, to thats. is added his 
doctrine of external motives ; I think it muſt e- 
vidently appear that your natural and ſpiritual 


mability, come at laſt to the very ſameè thing. 


NEXT as to your doctrine. of praiſe and | 


blame, you ſay (p. 1 3)* e that, in order to know 


« whether a perſon is to blame, mankind do 


cc not enter into the abſtruſe enquiry, whether 
6: be. could ep oy of arch 2 bad inclination 
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& Fo will, or how he came by it go But, my 

dear fir, this is the very abſtruſe inquiry my 
is neceſſary to be made, in order to juſtify the 
ways of GOD to nan: for, if he © could not 
«help being of ſuch a bad inclination and 
« Will, nor ever had it in his power to help 
it; but came by this perverſe temper, not thro” 
any fault of his own; you may indeed call his 
88 perverſe or faulty, — —but I ſhould deem 
him as b/ameleſs. un being of ſuch a temper, as 2 


heavy body is, in having an invincible tenden- 
cy wt inclination towards the centre of 


2 05 „They reaſonably conclude, you ſay 
t ſuch 1 perverſe temper and practice, is 
« faulty; —1 pale you mean criminal and 
juſtly Puniſhable, in the perſon that has it. 

<« They know that if the perſon had a de fore, 
46 Fs or -will. to do otherwiſe, he could do 
“ otherwiſe; there is no impediment” (what? 
if he cannot help being of ſuch a temper? if he 
«has no heart, dęſire or will to do otherwiſe; nor 
can have it?) and therefore he is to blame.” 
I think not guilty, if the caſe be indeed ſo. A 
child is prick d by » a pin—it winches, cries, and 
will not be quiet the nurſe pronounces it 
ſtubborn its temper is perverſe and had but 
when ſhe: inquires into, and tnoms the cauſe, 
| the cannot in juſtice pronounce it criminal, and 
| deſerving of puniſhment. The other inſtances 
ſeem not much to the purpoſe ; becauſe they 
are all thoſe of adults, who may be ſuppoſed to 
have added to original corruption, invete- 
| rate habity of vice * a wilful indulgence; and 
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_ are therefore highly: criminal and juſtly PRO 


able. 

ou R definition of. e needs p- 12 Fx 
whrs!: you Gem perfon- Hameable, and 
conſequently punz/babh, '**' who! has no dere, 
6. rr or Endeavor te that which 
j reuſonabli, it and gt he done; Which 
is attended with good conſeque uences when: 
4 done, and o-the doing of which there is ne 
6 inſuperable diffeulty; ſeems pretty unexcep- 

tionable; but there eems to de little” regar 
paid to the laſt clauſe of i it, t the reſt 
af tke diſcourſe.” © - Certainly: a perſon Who has 
fufficient light and knowledge of duty, and of 
Bis obligations to perform mY and of the fitneſs 
and reaſonableneſs of it, and to the perform- 
ance of which there is no inſuperuble difficulty, 
and yet has neither dęſire, will nor endeavour 
towards the performance of it, is juſtly blamea- 
ble before GOD and man; and all ſuch, I be- 
heve, without timely repentanee, Will bear their 
iniguity. The latter branch of the ſame defini- 
tion (p. 13.) ſeems to me defactive; nor could 
I admit it without a proviſo which I ſhall fub- 
* to it in italicts. It runs thus: When a 
_ © perſon has a deſire, inclination, heart and 
“ endeavour for that which is unreaſonable, 
c“ unfit and improper to be done; which he is 

« commanded by GOD not to do, and the do- 

4 ing of which will be pernicious to himſelf 

* and others; then he is to blame.“ Provided, 

P add I, that the perſon be 4 Free a- 

gent ; bath a betty of ele and is under no no- 
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Qceſſitating Tnfltiente' of doing what he does, nur 
hey Baby doing the contrary. But the 


and difficulty with me, is, how to reconcile 
that fatal train or chain of cauſal motrves, by 
which men are neceſſarily determined in all their 
1 voletrons and actions, both good and evil; in ſo 
much that they cannot will or do « otherwiſe than 
they actually ci and do (which I take to be 
preciſely prefident Edwards” ſcheme) with the 
Free agency of the creature and his rewardable- 
neſs and puniſhableneſs ; or with the j»/ice and 
efſential univerſal benevolence of the divine be. 
es. Hic labor, hoc opus eſt! 

TIE diſtinction That men can d other- 

«wiſe, if they had a heart and will to it, ap- 
Linn to me, either extreamly trifling, or ſubtle 
and abſtruſe beyond my comprehenſion : for 
the ſcheme againſt which 1 militate exprelsly 
ſuppoſes that the 40/1 itſelf (including, I ſup- 
poſe; Heart, defire and inclination) is neceſſari 
moved and impelled by external motives ; which 
to ſuppoſe that it cod e, would be to give 
up the controverſy, and to allow the /elf-deter- 
mining power of the will. So that if this ne- 
ceſſary determination of the 4v7/l itſelf by ex- 
ternal motives which it cannot counteract, 
controul or reſiſt, does not ſo far deſtroy free 
agency, as to render the creature thus influen- 
ced and moved, incapable of praiſe or blame, 
and leave the wicked under a natpiral inability 
of becoming good, by any means of endeavours 
within the compaſs of their own power; I con- 
yy 1 mall for ever deſpair of being able to draw 
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2 certain concluſion from the cleareſt premiſes. 
I I conceive that the liberty of different beings 
may be widely, yea Hentially different; and that 
if we argue from liberty f will in GOD, 

CHRIST angels, and perfected human ſpirits, to li- 
berty of will in man in preſent circumſtances, we 
ſhall be in danger of falling into very great 
miſtakes. Yet this preſident Edwards and you 
have both done, and the main ſtreſs of your 
ſcheme ſeems to lie upon the inferences from 


this kind of reaſoning. You argue that virtue 


in GOD, is. neceſſary in the higheſt degree, 


and yet he is in the higheſt degree praiſe- wor- 


thy; — That, on the other hand, vice is ne- 
ceiſary in the higheſt degree in the devil and 


bther damned ſpirits, who are yet in the high- 
eſt degree blameable and puniſhable.” 


When you conſider Adam as breakin 8 che 


95 covenant, and, abuſing a glorious liberty, you 


cannot help confidering him as more blameable 
and guilty, than a child born of ſinful parents 
in a ſtate of corruption; or even than a com- 


mon adult tranſgreſſor at this day. And when 


you conſider the angels as falling from their 


firſt ſtate of holineſs, without a tempter, you 


you are inclinable to conſider them as more 
blameable than Adam, as having abuſed higher 


privileges and a more glorious liberty than 


his. Angels and perfected human ſpirits who 


are fixed and confirmed in happineſs and holi- 


neſs, have certainly a more perfect freedom of 
will to good, than i is agreeable to creatures in 
a Rate: of trial: i. e. 1iberty, of will is a greater 

515-1 HT FRO. 


#3 


ſily allowed alſo that there are many different 
Arms of this freedom of the will towards 
good, among chriſtians, even in this preſent 
life, from the new convert, the babe in CHRIST, 
the chriſtian of imperfect character and low at- 
tainments, to the moſt 9 chriſtians and 
eminent Jamts, all progreſſively tending nearer 
and nearer to the glorious liberty of perfected 
ſpirits. That virtue is neceſſary in GOD, and 


75 highly praiſe-worthy, I am far from deny- 


But that liberty or freedom of will in 
5 60 an indefectible being, and in nan a lap- 
ſed creature in a ſtate of probation, is eſſentially 
or ſpecifically the ſame kind of perfection, is not 
at all evident, but rather the contrary. GOD 
is impeccable and indefectible, not from any fatal 
or phyſical neceſſity, not by any motives from 
without, or by any decrees, commands, pro- 
miſes' or threatenings from the will or power 
of a ſuperior. being, but by the infinite wiſ- 
dom, purity, rectitude and perfection of his 
own nature, which invariably determines him 
to will and chooſe that which is fitteſt and 
beſt. So that it may be ſaid in one ſenſe, that 
GOD is virtuous by neceſſit/ of nature, and that 
he cannot be otherwiſe; yet this ariſes from no 
deficiency of power in the ALMIGHTY, but 
from the ſingular and peerleſo perfection of his 
underſtanding, which ever diſcerns that which 
is good, and rectitude of his will which ever 
chooſes and approves it. Is not moral liberty. 
therefore ſomething f e in GOD, and . 
'H fentially 
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perfection in thoſe, than in theſe. It will be ea · 
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| any creature: a none ſurely 18 ood, in this Keule, 
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his ſight, oy he chargeth his angels with folly. 


perfect, are now. impeccable and infallible, and 
their wills haye an invariable tendency to good, 

they are not ſo in their cur nature; they owe 
this perfection of liberty, wholly to GOD, and 
depend on influences, motives and conſidera- 
tions without. them for the continuance of it; 
it is an adventitious * erection conferred. upon, 
and continued with them to compleat their fe- 
licity. I would therefore beg leave to ſuppoſe 
that the praiſe due to GON, is quite of a dif- 
ferent nature and conſideration, from that due 
to. an imperfect creature, who, in a ſtate of 
probation, acquits itſelf well. GOD is infi- 
nitely holy by neceſſity of nature, and is there- 
fore infinitely to he praiſed, loved and admired 
for this glorious, incommunicable perfection; 
—to be praiſed, not becauſe he does nat act un- 
Rt ths but becauſe he is ſo perfect that he 
cannot. 

BUT when we Sandler that imperfect kind: 
of. liberty, Which ſeems. peculiar to creatures 
in a ſtate of probation, and without which it 
ſeems impoſſible that they ſhould be probati- 
oners at all, praiſe and blame as applicable to 
them, ſeem to be different, and to take their 

Tile from a different ſource. Praiſe in my opi- 

nion implies that a man might have done wor/e ; 

0 blame, that. he mi * have done Blaue 
be: Sod ame 
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Blame even in devils ſeems to imply that they 
have contracted their preſent ng incu- 
rable wickedneſs, by ſome perſonal fa ult, neg- 
left, or abuſe of theirs, which they. might have 
either prevented or remedied. | And blame iti 
damned human ſpirits, I am perſuaded, is to 
be grounded on the fame reaſon. For my part! 
ſhould think it altogether as juſt to blame a man 
for being born blind, as a child for being born 
with a corrupt nature ; and therefore think it 
as certain that no infant ſhall ever be everlaſt- 
ingly puniſhed purely for original corruption; 
as that there 1s a 70 and righteous GOD. And 
could I be certain that any human creature 
was born with ſuch a nature, and placed by 
an over ruling providencein ſuch circumſtances 
of life, as that he could by mo means within his 
power obtain reformation; let him be as wick- 
ed and miſchievous as he would, I ſhould deem 
him no more blame-worthy or puniſhable for be- 
ing ſo, than a ſtone for falling, or water for 
ſpreading itſelf into an horizontal plane. On 
the other hand, could I conceive an angel in a 
confirmed ſtate of holineſs, without any ante- 
cedent trial of virtue, I would call fuch an an- 


gel a holy and happy creature; but could by no 


means ſuppoſe its holineſs a praiſe-worthy qua- 


li cation. The praiſe would be due only, and 


whey to him who made it ſo: 
BUT the grand argument, © that praiſe is 


due to neceſſary virtue even in a creature, and 


that too in a tate of trial; and' that upon 


which preſident Edwards lays the greateſt ſtreſs, 
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and which he thinks is deciſive in the contro- 
verſy, is taken from the human ſoul of the man 
Pee all the acts of whoſe will are ſuppoſed to 
be neceſſarily (holy, and yet at the ſame: time 
truly virtuous, praiſe-w⅛Zafrtby and rewardable. 
Mr. Edwards has taken uncommon pains to 
prove the jr/?. part of this poſition; becauſe, 
he ſays, it has been denied by Epiſcopius and 
other Arminiang. I confeſs I can fee little 
weight in what Mr. Edwards has ſaid ſo large- 
ly on this head, with regard to the ſolution of 
the main difficulty, no chriſtian I ſuppoſe will 
diſpute that there was an eventual conſequential 
neceſſity of the perfect holineſs of the man Feſus 
(as the calviniſts allow there is, of the incere 
holineſs and nal ſalvation of elect ſinners.) 
The will of the man Jeſus was invariably de- 
termined to good by proper motives ſuited to 
his rational nature, and in conſequence of the 
divine fore-knowledge, decree, covenant, promiſes, 
and the ſuccaurs and ſupports promiſed, and 
given unto him. That is, it was impeſſible for 
him to commit ſin, in the ſame ſenſe as it is im- 
Paſſible for an elect ſinner to be damned ; or it 
Was as neceſſary for him to continue perfectly holy, 
as it is for an ęlect ſinner to become ſincerely ho- 
ly by converſion, and to be finally ſaved. Yet 
who will ſay that either of theſe are neceſſarily 
Holy and virtuous, in the ſame ſenſe or manner 
that GOD is ſo? GOD is indefectible and im- 
peccable, in himſelf: But will any ſay that the 
human ſoul of CHRIST, as a creature, is thus ' 
neceſſarily holy; or that it was in the ſame 
445 . | | manner 
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manner impoſſible for it to fin? mw the very 
_ ſuppoſition that it was properly in a ſtate of tri- 
al, ſeems to imply that it was not mpoſible in 
the nature of things for it to fall; Herein. 1 
think evidently conſiſts one part of the pre- 
eminence of the ſecond Adam, above the jfr/t. 
The one abuſed a glorious liberty ; the other 
did not, altho* he might. We might have 
thought it impoſlible for meer man to have pre- 
ſerved this virtue and integrity in ſuch a world 
and ſtate as this, becauſe Adam did not: But 
GOD hath graciouſly condeſcended to convince 
us of the contrary, by exhibiting an inſtance 
of the poſſibility of it in the man 2160 ; who, 
altho' a meer man and tempted in all points as 
Adam was, and we are, yet continued perfettly 
ſinleſs and heroically virtuous ;—of which the 
holy life of CHRIST could have been no pro- 
per inſtance, could we ſuppoſe his foul properly 
ampeccable. If we ſuppoſe the ſoul of CHRIST: 
indefectible, then all his trials and temptations 
will ſeem to loſe their ſignificancy and proprie- 
ty: For to what purpoſe tempt an impeccable 
being? no ſuppoſeable force of temptation can 
be anv trial at all to the virtue of a being, 
wholly indefectible. How could ſuch a being 
Fuffer, being tempted ; or learn from an experi- 
ence of the force and weight of temptations, to 
pity, ſympathize with, and ſuccour thoſe that are 
tempted ? It adds little honour, in my opinion, 
to the moral character of the man Jeſus, to * 
that he vanquiſhed temptations which could coſt 
him no manner of conflict or ſtruggle; that he 
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paſſed through a ſtate of probation, without 
meeting one adequate trial of his virtue, and 
that he merited exaltation and glory by con- 
quering temptations, under which it was im- 
poſſible for him to have ſuccumbed. CHRIST 
therefore, as man, is to be praiſed and for ever 
admired by all the rational world, for gloriouſſy 
acquitting himſelf in a ſtate of trial; for obey- 
ing the divine commands, and being encourag- 
ed by the divine promiſes, and thus continuing 
in a ſteady, exalted courſe of virtue amidſt the 
ſtrongeſt temptations and trials, while it was 
paſſible for him, in the nature of things, to have 
done otherwiſe. Nor do I think that this ſup- 
poſition does at all derogate from the glory of 
the man Jeſus; but greatly inhances it ſeeing 
it ſuppoſes him to have ſo gloriouſly improved 
an imperfect liberty, peculiar to creatures in a 
ſtate of trial. On the contrary ; to ſuppoſe his 
human ſoul indefectible, is to make it equal 
with GOD. i | 

I alſo think there is a fallacy in your borrow- 
ing your idea of blame-worthineſs, from what 
is ſo eſtimated among men, eſpecially upon 
your principles, as you do pages 13 and 14 of 
your diſcourſe. If I miſtake not, the common 
ſenſe of mankind runs directly counter to your 
idea of it. If vile e thieves, rob- 
bers, murderers, &c. are deemed culpable and 
puniſhable by human ſociety, it is upon my prin- 
ciples ; upon the prevailing ſuppoſition that they 
might have acted better, if they had ſo pleaſed ; 
and not only ſo, but that they night have 
Os  woulled 
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1 
*<oilled and inclined better. Their having it in 
their power to chooſe a better courſe, while 
they neglect this choice, is the very thing which 
renders them blame-worthy in the eſteem of hu - 
man ſociety, and deſtroys that pity in the 
minds of men, to which they could be other- 
wile intitled. Altho' madmen and lunaticks com- 
mit bad actions as much with their ill and as 
freely, in your ſenſe of the word, as other men; 
yet becauſe they are not moral. agents, in my 
ſenſe of moral agency; the blameableneſs of duch 
actions in them, is extenuated in exact propor- 
tion to the degree of their madneſ. But were 
it the general, prevailing ſenſe of mankind, that 
Wicked men were under the influence of mo- 
tives which they could not reſiſt, and that, in 
the plan and diſpoſal of providence, it was ne- 
ceſſary for them to act, juſt as they do act; 
we might pity them, but ſure we could not 
blame them: nay, human ſociety might find it 
neceſſary to conſine them, as men do bears and li- 
ons, to prevent their doing miſchief; or even, 
in ſome caſes, to cut them off for the benefit 
and ſecurity of others, as we kill a viper leſt 
he bite us; but how could we deem them 
blameable before GOD, or puniſhable in a fu- 
ture ſtate, for a conduct to which they were 
impelled by a fatal neceſſity of nature? A 
J would now beg leave to ſpeak a few words 
relative to the doctrine of original. fin, at the 
freedomof which I hope you will takenooffence; | 
and the rather ſo, when 7 affure you that I ſhall 
ſpeak rather more freely in this matter, than I dare 
| . N 
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to think; that I may procure: ſolid ſolutions to 
{ſome plauſible objections againſt the orthodox 
mode of explaining it. Men have fallen in 
Adam: from him they have neceſſarily derived 
a corrupt nature.—Say what we will of Adam's 
federal headſhip, yet it ſeems: impoſſible for us 
not to believe that this hereditary taint and 
corruption of nature, is more the misfortune, 
than the fault of Adam's poſterity. Men come 
into the world in theſe unhappy circumſtances,. . 
by no. perſonal fault of theirs. It will not, I 
ſuppoſe, ſatisfy thinking men to lay, © That 
GOD, in his moral government, found all 
mankind j in a corrupt, guilty, miſerable, periſh- 
ing ſtate; and that it is ſoverezgn mercy in him 
to fave ſome, and doing no wrong or injuſtice to 
leave others to periſh in this ſtate,” 

The queſtion. will {till recur, © How came 
mankind into this periſhing ſtate ? was it by 
their own perſonal fault? or, was it by the 
fault of one whom GOD choſe to be their fe- 
deral head and repreſentative, and who, he 
foreſaw, would ill acquit himſelf in this de- 
partment; and therefore by the determination 
and di ;ſpoſal of GOD himſelf?” It will ſcarce 
be thought ſufficient. to relieve this difficulty, 
to ſay, © that GOD beſt knew whom to chooſe. 
as our federal head, and that none of Adam's 
poſterity were more likely to keep the cove- 
nant than himſelf;” or, © that each of them 

would have certainly broken it in his own. 
_ Perſon.” Beſides that this is only conjettural 5 


and mel rve, it will be deemed an imputati- 
: on 
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on on the goodneſs of GOD: * making ſuch 
creatures in ney circumſtances, that no ane of 


the race could be ſuppoſed capable of fulfillin 

the law of his ee hay It will be farther ſaid, 
that all Adam's poſterity have never had the 
trial; and that, on ſuppoſition of their haw - 
ing had: it, and abuſed it, they would have 
been then properly, that is, perſonally culpable, 
and the divine diſpoſal might then have ſtood 
clear of any plauſible impeachment. Nor will 
it he ſuppoſed to clear up the difficulty, to al- 
ledge, that ſinners have as little Res ng to find 
faul t with GOD's chuſing the firſt Adam, and 
.imputing his guilt, as vith his e the ſe- 
cond, and imputing his righteouſneſs; and yet 


they never find fault with the latter, as repug- 


mant to the ideas of juſtice and equity.” The 


two caſes are ſuppoled to be widely different. 


Merey may confer an undeſerved favour on the 
guilty and miſerable, without the imputation 
of injuſtice; yea it is of its very nature, and its 
glory, to do. ſo. Whereas it is thought 8 
Arreconcileable with our notions of ſuſtice, to 
ſuppoſe that GO ſhould ſo order and deter- 
mine things, as that his creatures ſhould be 
brought into circ umſtances of guilt and miſery 
by the fault of another; and yet eternally 
puniſh them. for-this guilt, without putting at 
zn their power, by a new ſtate of trial and a 


diſpenſation of mercy, to recover at leaſt their 


Joſt ground; to ſet them, as it were, where 


5 Adam ſirſt ſtood, or in an equally advantage 
pofüble to 
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| reconcile this with our ideas juſtice; how much 
more, with thoſe of mercy—and that ftrengh- 
ened by the principle of univerſal benevolence, 
which is moſt certainly effential to the idea of 
the bleſſed GOD. 
* ACCORDING to the doAritie of particular 
redemption, as explained by all ſtrictly calviniſtic 
writers, this idea of the divine juſtice, mercy 
and benevolence, can never be conſiſtently 
held, according to my apprehenſion of things. 
Theſe writers begin with men as 10ſt, but ſeem 
not anxiouſly to inquire or clearly to deter- 
mine how they came to be ſo; or how far it 
concerns the righteous, . merciful and benevo- 
lent GOD, to put them into a ſalvable ſtate, 
or to give them a farther trial for their 4% in- 
heritance. Not that 1 think any of the fallen 
race of Adam hive any claim to heaven, found- 
ed on any of the divine perfections: — But 1 
imagine that the juſtice, mercy and benevolence 
of the divine nature intitle them, either to the 
privilege of an extinction of being, or to a chance 
for happineſs equal to what innocent Adam 
had, and from which he fell, involving his 
poſterity with him into a ſtate of corruption 
and ruin: Thus, where fin hath abounded, 
there will grace equally, yea much more abound, 
| by the /uperiour privileges of the oſpel. _ 
PN this, to me, ſeemingly clear principle 
of the divine benevolence, Iam inclined to be- 
lieve, that CHRIST has repaired, yea much more 
than repaired, the ruins of the fall; and put 
. mankind i in as 5 yea in much better and 
more 
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Was in, even in his ſtate of innocency.— I am 


induced to believe, upon the ſame principle, that 


no human infant will ever ſuffer eternal tor- 
ments, on account of any original ſin or cor 
"hp ion whatever; but that it will be, upon the 

ole, good for- all of them, that they have 
been born ; the free gift, by the 5 5 of 
CHRIST, coming upon all of them, unto j 4 ificas 
tion. of li fe—I am inclined to believe, that no 
human creature ſhall ever finally periſh, but 
by his perſonal and criminal abuſe: or naſim- 
proygment of /ome ſtate of. trial, by the right 
1% of which he might have obtained ſome 
meaſure or degree of eternal happineſs.— 
Thro' the mercy of GOD in CHRIST, I am 


induced to believe, that every human creature 


has it /ome how or other put into his power, to 
be as happy as Adam could have been by keep- 
ing the covenant. of life; if not much happier. 
and J am farther, on the ſame principle "oF 
induced to believe, that tenders of merc: and 
-falvation in the goſpel, are made to all men, 
without any exception, limitation or reſerve, on 
the ſcore of any divine decree, or any election or 
non-election; and that all ſinners to whom the 
Joyful found reaches, by virtue of the Her, pro- 
miſe, „ and merciful diſpenſation of GOD, 
have it prope 7 put within the reach of their 
power, yea and will too, to accept them, and be 
i everlaſtingly WT” 2... . EBT, 


Mir. Sandiman' in his letters on Theron 100 Adafo, enter- 
_ "Ing ine iuto preſident Edwards liberty of ſpontaneity, 
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more favourable circumſtances, than ever Adam 
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YET, as T think, in perfect conſiſtence with" 

all this, I am at liberty to believe, that there. 

is an elect number given to CHRIST, in the co- 

venant of redemption, as the ſure travail of lis 

ſoul, whoſe happineſs is ſecured in a quite. dif- 

ferent manner from that of any ha | 
, fe I 


: Ry 9 ; 3 — 928 
ridicules my notion of liberty as unintelligible. ' no man, ſays 
he, could ever conceive a notion of liberty higher than what 
lies in doing what we pleaſe.” But if we always do what we 
Pleaſe, or, in other words, at? freely, according to this notion 
of freedom, what comes of the apoſtle's aſſertion, .“ 10 wvill is 
preſent with m; but how to perform that which is good, I find 
not.z---=-for the good that I would, I do not ; but the evil that I 
avould not, that I do. Rom. vii. Ye cannot do the things that ye 
would. Gal v. © It ſeems then that the apoſtle did not always 
the things that be would, or that pleaſed him; conſequent 
that he did not act freely according to this only — 
notion of human liberty---therefore was not a moral, accaunt - 
able agent in any ſuch actions. %Cͤͤͤͤ 0 86 
Indeed the celebrated declaration of Medea is. ſo. juſt, and 
agreeable to ſuch abundant experience - video meliora probogus, 
Leteriora ſoquor---that I ſee not how it can be diſputed tnat men 
often act againſt their ullimum practicum judicium; that the ſoul 
- bas a power of exerting volitions, not only independent on, but 
even contrary to, the higheſt, beſt, and moſt apparent motives, 
„and that the connexion: between motives in the under. 
ſtanding and the enkertions of the will, is not ſo rift, as not 
to be often broken and groflly violated. 3 
Mr. Sandiman, however ſhuffling and inconſiſtent in other 
matters, is nevertheleſs conſiſtent with himſelf throughout in 
his notion of the fatality of human volitions and attions, He is 
ever juſt to this principle; ſo far as almoſt wholly to deny the 
propriety of moral ſuaſion ; of calls, offers, invitations or other 
addreſſes to the active and clective powers of the human ſoul. 
He ridicules what be calls the popular doctrins on this account; 
and is only for holding uþ the naked ſaving truth to the under- 
ne that the elect will believe and embrace 
t, and that others cannot. And while, in one bf his appendices, 
he extols Mr. Edwards, as the moſt maſterly and unanſwer- 
able writer on the ſide of, what I call, necelſity, he blames 


him of incon/iftence (I fear too deſervedly) in falling into the 
tract of the popular preachers in the practical uſe of fis princi- 
ples. See Sand. lett, ed, Jo yol, 1. P. 245. vol. 2. P. 284. &c, 
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ſhall be effectually called, renewed, ſanctiſed 
. and perſevere unto eternal fal vation I am 
inclined to believe that there is a commun grace, 
or common influence of the ſpirit, given to 
theſe and to all nen, diſpoſing them to good, 
and inclining them to return to GOD, Chic 
both theſe and others may reſiſt, uench and a- 
buſe ; or which they may cheriſh and in ſome 
good meaſure comph. l the cleft 
are inſured on efficacious grace And that 
if any of the non-elect do eri and comply 
with theſe common operations of the good ſpirit, 
GOD hath engaged himſelf, by his own'gract- 
ous appointment, to give them [thoſe influe 
ences of the firſt ſpirit which are eficacious, 
converting and ſaving : and that no ſinner 
can or "Sl be faved without theſe efficacious 
influences; or will ever make one move to- 
Wards GOD without the influences of the 
Fpirit, either in a /e/s or greater degree. With 
All this, I am at liberty to ſuppoſe, and do ſup- 
poſe, that the number of the /aved and damned 
are from eternity #nown, and (if! might we. 
an improper expreſſion) fixed and determined in 
che divine idea; and that none ever will ac- 
cept the e offers; or ſubmit to the terms, of the 
+ goſpel falvation, but ſuch as GOD from  eter- 
nity foreſaw and foreknew would do ſo. Nay ; 
I think myſelf farther at liberty, on theſe prin- 
- ciples, to ſuppoſe that none of the non-eledt fhall 
de finally faved, but that all of them like Adam, 
may Gnally fail in their trial, and ref/? and a- 


tz yy that grace * by a different conduct 


in 


in 1 52 power, would hve. —_ led. them 
to CHRIST and compleat ſalvation thro' him. 
But how to vindicate the perfections of GOD 
without ſuppoſing the non-elect to have wag 
Ju a trial, I know not at preſent. 

To ſum up my ſentiments on this head in a 
fow! words: I am . inclined to believe that 
CHRIST, by dying for ALL, and purchaſing 
the ſpirit for ALL, and putting ALL{abſolute- 
ly the WHOLE GUILTY RACE) in a /alvable 

ate, has removed the MOUNTAIN. of NA- 
T URAL IN ABILITY out of the way of ALL 
finners: ſo that all who will * in their 
revolt and apoſtacy, and refuſe the purchaſed, 
offered, ſal vation, ſhall be properly = highly 
culpable, condemnable and eternally puniſhable. for 
ſo doing, and ſhall appear to themſelves and to 
the whole world, to deſerve no pity. in heir 
nee torments. = 

PAGE 14th of your laſt letter you affirm that 

.< till the en, of regeneration there is no- 
'< thing in the ſinner that is ſpiritudlly gas; 
4 nothing but the exertions of that carnal 
% mind which is enmity againſt GOD, &c.“ 
This I know is not a ſentiment peculiar. to 
yourſelf, but may be deem d properly calviniſ- 
licl, as it is held by moſt divines of that party. 
| However I have long doubted the truth of it, 
and am at a loſs: to know how it can conſiſt 
with their doctrine of common grace, or what 
renders it neceſſary in that ſcheme. of thinking; 
and much more wherein conſiſts the danger of 
| the e atimente 17 
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I readily grant that before regeneration, or an 


cCectuai, ſaving change, there can be no fixed, 


— 


uni form, permanent principle of goodneſs. The 
neceſſity of converſion, in order to a life of true 


holineſs here, and the compleat enjoyment of 
GOD. hereafter, is a truth ſo clear and ſelſ- 


evident, that if our ſaviour had never laid, 


Except a man be born again of the ſpirit and 
converted, he ſhall not enter into the kingdom 


_ heaven—” we might have inferred it from the 
principles of reaſon. No poſſibility of a new 


life, without à new. heart, as the ſource of it. 
But 1 deem it inconſiſtent with the general te- 


nor of ſcripture to ſuppoſe that ſinners do no- 


thing formally good, or agreeable to the mind 
of GOD before regeneration and converſion. 


It is, I think, pretty univerſally believed by 
calviniſts, that there is ſuch a thing as common 
grace, or a common operation of the ſpirit, in- 


fluencing all ſinners, more eſpecially goſpel 
finners. It is allowed that GOD is thus ſtrive- 
ing more or leſs with all men, unleſs ſuch as 


have out-finned their day of grace. Nor, with- 


MA reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt ; as your fathers did, 
Je do ye;?? this needs proof. If the generality 


out admitting this, can I ſee how wicked men 


ſhould be blamed in ſcripture, for quenching, 
_ grieving," and reſiſting the ſpirit. If this be 
granted, and yet it be affirmed that unregene- 
rate men do never comply with theſe common 


operations of the ſpirit, but always reſiſt them; 
as Steven charges the Fews; Le ſtiff-necked 
and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do AL- 


UW 
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of the Jewiſh nation did, all might not. And 
1 this was the character of the Fews, yet it 
may not be that of all ſinners: It ſeems to have 
been tlie guilt of the Fews that they did thus 
reſiſt, when they might have tomplied. Some of 
our moſt orthodox divines have not ſerupled 
to ſuppoſe; that ſome of the fineſt heathen cha- 
"rafters and toritings, are the fruits of ſuch an 
influence. But wherever the holy ſpirit of 
G0 operates, and /o far as he operates, his 
effects muſt be, like himſelf, holy ; not only ma- 
lerially, but formally ſo. The worſt of men are 
allowed to have ſome gad thoughts, deſires, 
purpoſes and reſolutions, and what can theſe 
de, but the immediate fruits and effects of this 
holy agent? for we are aſſured that all our ſuf- 
ficieney is of G0; that he is the author a 
every good and every perfect gift; that, of 
3 ug We art ones _ thi nk 2 good 2 
thought, and that in us, that is, in our fleſb, or 
corrupt nature, Jevelleth no good thing. If any 
are diſpoſed, for the ſake of a bypothe/ts, to de- 
ny the formal goddneſs of actions which ſeem to 
have all the apparent circumſtances of being 
fuch, there can be no diſputing with them, be- 
cauſe there can be no way to convince them, 
as G0D only can certainly know the temper, 
motives, aim and deſigns of the heart. But 
when an action ſeemt good, charity would in- 
cline us to believe that it ig %, until we ſee 
good reaſon to believe the contrary. Eſpecially 
When 60D vouchſafes to approve an action, 
Aud to declare it pleaſing and acceptable by 5 70 2 
„ 7 244 e VO | n 
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I think we have ſufficient reaſon to conclude, 
that ſuch an action is formally good; even altho” 
it ſhould be done by an unregenerate ſinner. 
Was it not ſome good thing in wicked Ahab, 
to humble himſelf and walk foftly before GOD? 
and did not GOD declare his approbation of 
ſuch a conduct, by ſparing. the wicked king 
in conſequence ?!— When the Ninevites re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonah, did they do 
nothing formally god nothing pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to GOD ?—Did wicked Nebuc hadnez- 
zar do nothing formally good, when, convinced 
of his dependent ſtate, he bleſſed the moſt high, 
and praiſed honoured and extolled the king of 
heaven, in the noble and excellent manner re- 
corded, Dan. iv. 34-37: 
When our Lord looked upon the young man in 
the goſpel, and loved him, can we ſuppoſe that 
he ſaw nothing in him morally good, which 
Was a motive of his love? Is it to be imagined 
that CHRIST would expreſs his love of one, 
in whom there was nothing ſpiritually good, no- 
thing but the exertions of that carnal mind which 
ii enmity againſt GOD? yet we know that this 
youth was of very imperfect character; that his 
heart was not wholly right with GOD, and 
that a good principle did not predominate in him; 
—1n other words, that he was not regenerated. 
Did wicked Herod. do nothing formally good, 
when he heard the bapti/? gladly, and did ma- 
ny things willingly. in obedience to his mini- 
{try ?!— When CHRIST. tells the  Fezws that 
the ſame John was a burning and ſhining light, 
+; 8 7, 4" 
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and that they were willing for a, ſeaſon · to re. 
joice in his light. (Joh. v.) can we ſuppoſe that 
this temporary reforcing in the light kata nothin 
formally 19 good in it, ſo far as it went? Did 1 
_ proceed from the corrupt nature and carnal mind 
of thefe Fews ; or from the influences of the 
good: }pirit u u their affections? When the 
frony grun hearers, Heard the word, and with 
Joy zee it, and endured. for a white, 75 we 
not fup FRE that they did ſomething formal, 7 
good, aue 50D; altho* bein 8000 
neſs was 1 * morning cloud. and early. dew 
_whith paſeth away The \caſes put b the 
apoſtles, "Heb. vi. PEPE and 2 Pet. it. 20-522. 
Ares 5 5 55065 fuppofed to be the caſes of unrege- 
 netate perſons ; 12 can we ſuppoſe that theſe - 
pe wind never did any thing goad, or from a 

tight principle? It is hard to conceive that per- 
fons Would de enlightened and taſte. of the hea- 
yenly g ift, and be made pattalers e the holy ghoſt, 
and taſte the good ward of GOD, beg the powers of 
the world ta come, and have eſcaped the polutions 
of the world thro" the knowledoe of the Lord and 
| Saviour, Feſus Chriſt, and yet, under all theſe 
impreſſions, exerciſes and. diſcoveries, . 1 05 
have thonght ane good thought, formed one, 
i reſolufion, or done any one thing pleaſing anc 2 
ceßtable to GOD. I deem it trifling 5 put off 
the force of the evidenee which theſe. two. paſ- 
fages afford in favour of the ſentiment I eſ- | 
pouſe, by he that theſe are only hypothetical 
cafes put, which can never happen in fact. This 
is N a noſe f Wax "of the ſcriptures, with 
2 wit- 


| thou drive him to his knees in ſecret- to. 


| ral 8 A and acceptable to GO 
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4 wittiefs. Nor is it treating the ſacred oracles 
much more relpetfully y, to 1 away. theſe 


fron and nervous phraſes to nothing, as tho 
: they imported nothin 8 than What hap- 


dend to Saul LOL e prophets /—— When a 


wicked man, in rea ing a chapter of. the ible, 1 


or heafing a moving ſermon, is convicted of a 
fin, and Said Eats of it, is not this a 
go l ſo far as it goes? Is it not formally 
if this ame, Bumility and remorſe 


UB adn with tears; is not this a 
on n? I am well aware of what may b 12 74 


here concerning natural conſcience; bah 
Movement of the affedtions ; want of ri gbt princi- 
Pier; &. &c. but I cannot help 9 1 that 
All fuck convictions and penetential meltings 
utider the word of G00, are, in part at lea 

the fruits and effects of that Akon) of the 
[þitit which attends a preached. golpel ; and 


at, in as far as they are ſo, they 8 be * 


bat this ALY is not uni- 

verſal, uniform and erſevering, and therefore 
not that goodneſs and righteouſneſs which the 
goſpel requires. I grant it: but the queſtion is, 
Can an unregenerate ſinner do any thing for- 


mally good or pleaſing to GOD ??——You'll 
| ſay there is a mixture of im perfection i in this : 
kind of oodneſs, which has 150 nature of ſin: 


and is there not the ſame in the be/?_ works of 
the beſt ſaints *—You'll ſay this Kind of good- 


| neſs can merit nin at the hand of VOY; 
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can lay him under no kind of obligations to 
confer any favours on the ſubjects of it Nor, 
ſurely, can that of the moſt holy men upon 
earth; who are but unprofitable ſervants when 
they have done all that ever they ſhall be ena- 
bled to do, under the greateſt advantages. In 
a word, I can ſee no eyident reaſon for making 
any other effential difference between theſe two 
kinds of goodneſs than this ; that whereas the. 
one is tranſient, partial, temporary, and unhabi- 
tual; the other is univerſal, uniform, habitual, 
prevailing, and perſevering, ariſing from the in- 
dwelling and abiding energy of the holy ſpirit, 
111 (( 
AND that men, even in a ſtate of unregene- 
' racy, may be better or worſe ; farther from, or 
nearer to, a. right temper; more or /e/s pleaſing 
and acceptable to GOD; or rather, more or 
leſs diſpleaſing to GOD (for I would not chooſe 
to ſay, that ever the perſon or character of a 
finner, upon the whole, can be ſaid to be plea/- 
ing or acceptable to GOD, before he ts regene- 


rated, pardoned and juſtified) appears not ob- 7 


ſcurely from what our ſaviour ſays of the young 
man in the goſpel; and more eſpecially from 
what he ſaid to the'd:/creet ſeribe ; Luke Xii. 34. 
And when Jeſus ſaw that he anſwered diſcreetly, 
he ſaid unto him, Thou art not far from the king- 
dom of GOD ; whereas it is ſaid of others, that 
they are far from righteouſneſs; now if there be 
indeed ſuch a diverſity of character among un- 
regenerate men, as that, while ſome are ſaid to 
be far from righteouſneſs, others are ſaid to be 
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near the kingdem of GOD; what ſhould be the 
reaſon of this difference? Can it be ſaid of any 
two ſinners, conſidered meerly in a ſtate of na- 
tural corruption, without the interpoſition of 
any ſupernatural divine influence, that the one of Y 
them is nearer the kingdom of GOD, than the 
ot her? I think not. Is it not therefore the moſt 
natural ſolution of this difficulty, to ſuppoſe; 
That of tio unregenerate ſinners, the one MY 
 teſs reſiſt, or better improve, theſe common © 
tions of the good ſpirit, than the other, and con, 
ſequently . nearer to a right temper than he? 
As to what you ſay of promiſes to the unrege- 
nerate. You will not, I ſuppoſe, diſpute that 
there are many abſolute and. unconditional pro- 
miſes made to ſuch, becauſe the whole ſcrip- 
ture is full of them $; ; and that a poor ſinner 
may and ought to plead theſe as well as he can; 
in prayer. Indeed many have gone ſo far as 
to deny that there are any proper conditions be- 
long ging to the covenant of grace; and to ſay 
that the goſpel is nothing but a pure, unconditi- 
onal promiſe to ſinners. The queſtion is, I pre- 
ſume, about conditional promiſes to unconverted 
ſinners, upon the performance of which condi- 
tions, they are intitled, by the gracious appoint- 
ment of GOD, to thoſe influences of his ſpirit, 
which are efficacious; converting and ſaving :— 
Whether, in ſhort,, GOD hath made any gra- 
cious promiſes to the doings or exerciſes of per- 
ſons in a ſtate of unregeneracy ?—The anſwer 
to this PRIN will, 1 e 80 much 
* upon 


5 bret xi, 19. —- Avi. 26, ke.  Jerem, xxxii, 39. ec. 
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2 that to the former; to wit==t Whether 
egenerate men, as ſuch, can do an 1 A5 Tor 
| ee good, or atceptab}e to'GOD? 
ntetd in the: affirmative ;- 
I balfoo that GOD: by his ſpirit ran of 
dves, in any meafure, influence the hearts of 
unregenerate men, and dif poſt them to good; 
LI cannot ſee it inconfftent that GOD Kould 
make promiſes to ſuch exerciſes“ as are the 
Fruits and efftets of his own bleſſed ſpirit. ' 1 
cannot but think it ſtrange that chriſtian di- 
vines are ſo cautious in diſtinguiſhing between 
What they call the common and ſpecter operati- 
ons of the ſame divine agent. Nor can I con. 
ceive the reaſon of the mighty danger they 
apprehend in allowing, that a ſinner may be 
döner etimes under divine influences, and may 
in ſome meaſure comply with them, before the 
moment of his regeneration; or that GOD 
may oblige himſelf, by his own gracious pro- 
-miſe, to hear atid anfiver thoſe cries and groans, 
which ate excited * his own ſpirit. * Does 
| "if 


2 You „in your laſt ales: that 4e « while 4 men a think they - 
are doing t that which does lay GOD under obligations, even” 
"tho? it be by his own gracious: appointment, they will never 
De thofe bumble ſouls that fubmit to ant receive the grace of 

the goſpel”------I humbly hope, my dear fir, that you droped 
this uncharitable ſentence inadvertently. A ſentence * 
which all perſons ot my ſefitiments, arininlats; methodifts a 
others, are ent off from all ary of ever ſubmitting to 
or embracing the. goſpel falvatioh. Let me put only this 
Fingle caſe to your churity. The rev. Mr. John Hofley ad 
_ Srother, are ſuppoled at this time to have under them net leſs 
than goo prexchers, in Englantl, Ireland and Scotland. Ry a 

| mode computation, then, there are not fewer than 60, oo. 

wh N * in mee. three ringen, all zealous of Mr. We eſley*s 

PLIES "POT 


*. +4 


tn 5 


: 1 wot ſufficiently. Toure the ads Libr 
our ſalvation ta GOD, as his own proper work, 
to believe and be perfuaded, that corrupt man 
can do nothin ſpiritually g ed. of hunfelf ; nos 
thing acceptable to G ack the influences 
of his kandkieying ſpirit; that all his endea · 


vours, fo far as they are properly his, are of no 
account, of no avail with GOD, but are and 
muſt be wholly diſpleaſing by him; “ being no 
other than the, exextions of that carnal mind; 
which. is enmity againſt GOD” ——and that 
2 when GOD. jr/t works, 5 5 and 3 
uſly uſly works, upon the ſoul, the ngs 
ok the finger does in — ina of ſuch 
eperation, have in them no praper merit ta 
lige Gab; being not che ſinnar r own, but 
60 $;—and that, whatever promifes GOD 
makes 00 theſe exerciſes, are, if k may ſo fpeaks, 
ungbliged, unconſtrained, unmerited by the ſinner, 
and N 255 and, mon As gon: own 


- mexcafub 


. tenats, 1 a. in a ment of . 8 
| keen pious and devout men, — in. the viſible fruits of -. 
godlineſs. Alt theſe men as awefltans,” hold the fentimgnt here 
Advanced, and are in all refpeQs: much: more arminians in 
opinion, than 1 92 3. and yet will you; venture to ſuppoſe, 
that zo# one foul of theſe 60,000 perſons; is 47 ſuch an humble 
ſoul as bath; received: and ſubmitted to the grace of the gof- 
pel; or, as hath. ever, in a right manner, ſubmitted to OD 
method of falvation.”-------E know-you will not. The chief 
round for charity to arminians trom calviniſts, goes upon a 
N Nee ſuppoſition. that their hearts may be better than 
their heads ; or, that while they plead for armimas doftrines, 2 
they. may be tinſtared with caluiniſtic principles. But I ima- 


do build, the noble ſtructure of chriſtian charity: ſives, 7 
| Bs. 3 N 0 fuch will the 


' beart 
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ine this will be found too dubious: a foundation, whereon "a 6 
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mereiful nature. Yet theſe ON PRE ; rite g 


of the nature of holineſs, and being the fruits 


and effects of holy influences, there is a congrui- 


ty and fitneſs in ſuppoſing that GOD ſhould 


favourably regard them, and encourage and re- 


ward them by farther degrees of his grace and 
favour; accordin A to that goſpel declaration— | 


wnto him that Gat Hall be given. 
NOR can I conceive any merit (which can 


render. this doctrine /uſpefed' or rightful, as 


tho! it tended to depreciate free grace, and ex- 
alt human merit) in com plying with an exter- 
nal force or impreſſion? or, in being led where 


the ſpirit gently draws; or, in not reſiſting an 


impreſſion to the utmoſt of our power; —tho® 
I can.conceive a great deal f demerit and guilt 


in continuing to reſiſt, oppoſe, grieve and 
quench the ſame divine agent who would ſeat 


ſinners to the day of redemption. What di- 


vines call a lato-work, or x preparatory work 


to converſion, ſuppoſes that the holy. ſpirit is 


thus, ſometimes, very long at work on the 


hearts of ſinners; and the various ſteps of this 


work which experienced chriſtians have de- 
ſeribed ſeem to prove that they have, in ſome 
reſpects, complied with his operations, before 
the happy moment of regeneration, when he took 
2 eh and a polleſion of * Fug: ſouls. 4 | 
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baut and principles be, 80 'that, if » we catnot bk charity 
for a man's principles, I can ſee no reaſon why we ought to 
bave it ſor his perſon. The whole ſcheme: of arminian 


Lare not exclude a man of theſe: SN trom my e 
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principles, Leer could, and I believe newer ſhall adopt; yet 1 * 98 


8 1 
the character deſcribed; Ne vii. is, as many 
have ſuppoſed, that of an unregenerate man, 
firſt1gnorant of the law, and then enlightened 
and convicted by it, and continuing under a 

legal ſpirit of bondage, until at length he is re- 
generated and tranſported with the diſcove 
of goſpel grace and liberty, it will fully'con 

the truth of the opinion I plead for. We may 
ſurely diſcover ſome marks of real grace in 
that character; ſuch as © an approbation of the 
law of GOD, as holy, juſt, good and ſpiritual; 

_ delight in it, after che inward man; a will to 
, and the like ;” v5 yet this very perſon 

eclares that he is carne hold under fin; that 
in his fleſh dwelleth,no good thing and cm- 
plains 0 eoretched man that I am, whotſhall 

e me from the body of this dea 

F we ſuppoſe that # on are no promil „ 
og made to the unrepenerate it would ſeem to 
ollow that they havens encouragement to ſeek 

grace, nor to uſe any means for obtaining it; 

more eſpecially if what Mr. Hoptins ſays be true, 

* that all fuch means neceſſarily make finners 

worſe and more guilty, before converſion &; and 

the beſt thing that unconverted finners 
can do, on this ſuppoſition,” ſeems to be, to 
 _negle& all means of obtaining converſion, as 

. needleſs, yea burtful, and wait with folded bands 
the moment of regeneration; confident that 

GOD will provide food and nouriſhment for 
* e e as 85 are . This 

. ſounds 
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e like Aliment and contradicts thoſe 
expreſs commands to unconverted finners— 
rive to enter in at the ſtruit gate turn ye, turn 
5 4 away from you: all your tranſgreſſions, 

and make you a new heart—repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, &c.“ Sure theſe eee to 
unconverted finners, imply ſomething that they 
may be enabled to do, and ought to do, in or- 
der to the end propoſed; and which if they do, 
they have reaſon to hope for ſucceſs. 15 it be 
ſaid that theſe commands are ſufficient encou- 
ragement to put ſinners upon the uſe of means; 
I anſwer; a command to perform a duty can 
give no encouragement to attempt it; unleſs 
the perſon commanded be either ſuppoſed to 
4 buds: POWER to perform it, or has a promiſe 
of help and-aj/e/tance, if he attempts it. Whereas 
it is ſuppoſed, in the preſent caſe, that the per- 
bons commanded, are not only without any 
power to perform the commanded duty; but 
that even their attempts and endeavours to ob- 
tain this porwer from another, muſt necetlarily 
render them the more guilty and ſinful; that 
As, muſt remove them farther from this power, 
than ever. It would follow then, that GOD, 
by .enjoining theſe commands upon unregene- 
nate ſinners, ſets them upon the certain means 
of increaſing their guilt and condemnation. 
THE command of a ſuperiour cannot be 1 
i e equitable, here the commanded inferi- 
dur has not a power of obeying ; unleſs ſuch. 
iünferiour has criminally loſt this power, by his 
- -ozn fault. Wherefore all BOL commands 
1 wo MO. to 
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to his impotent creatures, imply à promiſe of 
_afliſtance to all who aſk it, and attempt obedi- 
ence in conſequence; otherwiſe his commands 
would not be equitable. To illuſtrate this, 
give me leave to put the following cafe. You 
are a maſter, and have a number of faves, who 
being your property, are ſubject to all vom 
- lawtul conimands. You ſay to one, go, and 
he goeth; to another, come, and he cometh, 
= Among theſe your ſlaves, are a father and 
a ſon. The taker breaketh the ſon's leg. Know- 
ing the accident, you repair to the lame young 
lave and lay your authoritative command on 
him to go on an errand, - The flave anſwers, | 
I cannot, maſter; my father has broken 1 
_ eg.” * To this vou reply; “ I have not loſt my 
right of commanding, becauſe you have loſt your 
power of obeying you ought not to have be- 
come 1mpotent—the command is lawful in it- 
ſelf—it is fit and right that a /ave ſhould do 
his maſter's errands; wherefore go directly 
whither I command you, or you all be ſe- 
anf chaſtized. To this, the impotent lad 
—$ True, maſter, the command may be right 
in itſelf; but to me tis impoſſible. I pray, 
have my leg cured; or get me a wooden leg; 
or let one aſſiſt me, and ! will go whither thou 
commandeſt. Would we deem ſuch a 
ee equitable; without ſuch afliftance? | 
How much /e/s ſo ſtill, could we ſuppoſe the | 
_ maſter ſo to have ordered, appointed, and prediſ- 
Wy things, as that the father muſt neceſſarily 
ARDS 2 break his low 8 8 and that 
fp | 5 to. 
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to illuſtrate ſome diſpoſitions of his, which he 
Would have made known to the whole family? 
 —promiſes of aſſiſtance are therefore neceſſarily 


implied in all GOD's commands to n ro 
rate ſinners of Adam's race. _ 

ENCOURAGEMENT and Hope muſt be 
founded on ſome divine promiſe or declaration. 
60 muſt cauſe us to hope; or we can have 


no ground to encourage us to hope; and the ' 


ground of this hope, muſt be his word. If 
then there be no ground of hope in GOD's 
word to encourage the prayers and endeavours 
of unregenerate finners, they can have no en- 
couragement either to pray or endeavour ; ;—not 
even to fay, © Lord be merciful to me a finner ; 
Sor, help LORD, elſe I periſh.” You ſay, 
“ you are a poor unrenewed ſinner, and aſk, 
What you ſhall do?” I tell you to pray for a 
new heart, to pray for the regenerating grace 
of GOD, and to be found in the diligent uſe 
o all the appointed means of grace. To 
what purpoſe pray, ſay you? GOD hath never 
promiſed to hear or anſwer the prayers of an 
_unregenerate ſinner: He cannot It is inconſiſt- 
ent: Beſides, all my endeavours to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate, are not only unavailable, but 
alſo offentive to GOD, and will only aggra- 
vate my guilt.” ——-Suppoſe, my dear fir, that 
one of the ſinners of your congregation ſhould 
thus addreſs you, would you not inſtantly ſet 
him upon praying, ſtriving and endeavouring, 
with hope of ſucceſs in the uſe of means ?- 
"Oe? To, not Tn - "aw + THE) grounds of 
4 
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ſhall be opened. 
any of you that us a father, will he give. him @ 
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A finners- hope, from the word of ' GON? 8 


would you not, more particularly, point out 
to him thoſe chearing and exhile 


words of the LORD Jeſus, ſo well. adapted to 
- ſuch a caſe as his (Luke xi. 9—13.) 1 jay wnto 


you, ask, and it ſhall be given you: ſeek,- and ye 
Hall find : knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. 


For every one that asfeth, receiveth and he that 


and to him that fnocketh, it 


ſeeleth, 
Fa ſen ſhall ast bread of 


findeth : 


ſtone® or if he ast a fiſh, will be for a fiſb 7 
I he 


bim a ſerpent * or if he ſhall ast an egg, wi 


offer him a: ſcorpion? If ye then, being evil, know 


' how to give good gifts unto your children: how 


much more ſhall your heavenly father give the Holy 


. ſpirit to them that ast bim? In the illuſtration 
of which fine and comfortable paſlages of ſcrip- 
leave to borrow the words of a 


ture, I beg 
pious, amiable and reputedly orthodox divine, who, 


by the bye, is no friend to arminian principles. 


% All who enjoy the goſpel, have reaſon to 
« expect the neceſſary afliſtance of the ſpirit. 
„Our heavenly father will give the holy ſpirit to 
them that a him;;—to all that ag, him. Luk. 
Ki. 13. Nor muſt it be ſaid, that we can't 
« aſk aright. No doubt we are capable of 
„ ſuch aſking as is required, and made the 
condition of our receiving; otherwiſe here 
* was a promiſe, and no promiſe;—a pro- 


8 


N A 


<< miſe to make us deſpair; rather than encou- 
I don't pretend to ſolve all diffi- 
ks culties here; ; but the notions GOD. has 
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tanght. us to entertain of himſelf, of his juſ- 
tice, wiſdom, mercy and goodneſs ; the 44 
clarations he has made of himſelf in his word 
aſſure us that he will not, does not, lay our 
falvation upon things abſolutely out of our GWN 
reach, Whatever weakneſs, impotency and 
inability we are under by reaſon. of the fall, 


a ſufficient remedy is provided thro' a medi- 


ator. And when GOD hag appointed us ſo 


many duties, all tending to our advantage, 
and promiſed to aſſiſt us therein, and to give 


his holy ſpirit to them that aſk him, we ma/? 
conclude theſe duties are paſſible, and that 


the neceſſary aſſiſtance ſhall not be denied; 
| otherwiſe we make him à hard maſter, reap- 


ing where he has not ſown, and gathering 


what he has not ſtrow'd, In ſhort, none 
ſhall periſh for want of neceſſary aſſiſtance 


on 6055 part: none can juſtly ſay, tho 


they ſinned, they could not help it ;— nor 


ſhall be able to ſay in hell, that tho they are 
damned, they ol not help it. Such a 
plea would afford a relief the place of tor- 
ment does not admit of; would cool the 
tongues of the damned, and, in a gieat mea- 
« ſure,quench the flames of the burning lake. 
Al there, will be convinced that GOD was 
real, not only in his threatnings, but alſo i in 
his promiſes of grace and help. And this con- 
viction will render them utterly defencelels, 
fill them with ſilent horror; and, when under 
the juſt ſentence of GOD, leave tem for ever 
| ſpoechiel. Mat, Wii. 12488 “[ now 
8 Bounet' 5 cbriftian oratory, edit, 4+ "0 1, page 380. 
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I now-cotne briefly to conſider che three con- 
cludin queſtions: of your laſt letter. 

— QUEST. 1.“ Why do ſome perſons think 

„the calviniftic doctrine conſiſtent with a 

<- GOD of infinite love, &c. —and others, the 

„ contrary ?—What is the reaſon why perſons 


* 


* of equal capacity” (L ſhould have liked the 


queſtion much better if you had added < and 
of equal piety too) & have ſuch different ſen- 
* timents reſpecting the divine nature? 
Tanſwer in brief (if you allow of the addition 
inſerted in the parent heſit; and I think your 
charity muſt allow it)“ Becauſe this differ- 
_ence of ſentiments, i in theſe deep, abſtruſe, meta- 
Phyſical matters, is a much leſs eſſential matter 
than we make it to be. ——men, by poring 
. long on one ſcheme of thought, get ſo in love 


with it, and contract ſuch a high ſenſe of its 


importance, that they imagine truth muſt tand 
or fall with their beloved hypothefis. There is 


pleaſure in excogitating ſchemes, 


2 bewitcha 


linting them together, and licking them into form: 
and every man, or ſet of men, are generally ſo 


attached to their own favourite ſcheme, that 
they are too apt to think that they alone have 
the truth; and that all others are wrong, very 


wrong, 40 far as they differ from them :—as, in 
proportion to their zeal for what they ſuppoſe 


to be important truth, and the meaſure in which 
they have wrought themſelves up into the love 
and admiration of their own rx Seared fſtem; 
Au the fame proportion they will be zealous 


Ionia all other — and will imagine them 
| de- 
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Ade of all true religion. Ben of en- 
Erged minds and univerfal reading, cannot 
| help ſeeing this truth, but too clearly; and 
- Facks, tortures, inquiſitions and perfeeutions, 
are ſome of the fad fruits of this narrow,-en- 
groſſing, anti-catholick ſpirit. - Whereas, if the 
- good GOD ſaw this diverſity of ſentiment, in 
theſe matters, to be ſo very eſential and import- 
ant as we make it to be, he would certainly 
unite all his ſaints and make them of one mind 
in theſe things; and would by:no means-ſuffer 
| thoſe who love and ſerve him with all their 
hearts, and with the track zeal,” to continue 
under ſuch abſurd, atheiſtical and e 
oy eons; as We affect to call them. 
OF three men, equally intelligent, equally 
p h equally pious one is a thorough calvi- 
ut another a moderate calviniſt, and the third, 
Feet more an urminian. What is the reaſon ? 
. why, theſe-men have been accuſtomed from 
their infancy to-read different authors; to hear 
And converſe with men of different Principles; 
And have been led to weigłr and conſider atten» 


ſtively different difficulties in religion; and hence 
as Well as from a number of other ſuppoſeable 


1 * upon a ſubject, the abuſe or miſunder- 


cauſes and motives) have been led to form to 
themſelves different ſchemes of religion: vet 
all of them perfectly agree (yea my e in 
4 Kn thing truly efſential. e 
IE I might be allowed to e little 1 


ſtanding of which, if I miſtake not, has been 
| The! : ſource 15 all n among chrif- | 
Beat tian 


_ knowledge, 


1 


cheſe 05 
6 


9 1] 


AY brethren, L would hazard and endenv oe 
Japport- and iſſuftrate the bd << 
v3, That error in n is unaveidable 1 


9 


man in che Preſent ſtate; and, fo fur as it 18 i, 


avaſt be inn „ iche mth is dut ene; 

hat is, "but one of 10, eo different ions 
concerning one object of knowle 
the true vpinton'; yet the objects of owledge 
Are next to infinite in their number. G0, 
knowing hinifelf, his perfections and works, 
"has a parfete, 'unerring comprchenbonof Ml eruth. 
But a very few objects f — wir are re- 


wWenled to men, and even amon 


are to large for their Fmited capacities, . 4 
them only 


can he viewed by 

Part, and, as it were, by pirte meal. An 
men alſo there 3 is a great drverſity-of capac wh 
ities, and advantages for a+/cove! 
and her ning truth. Henee it \kappens That; 
ferent men dre Ul X0/view the at N 


Ai eren Groves. aff a 
aw, ore 


their full extent; and in their proper Smmerion 
appears demonſtrably, From 


©: and the more objects ef 
the human Dunderſtunding is employed about, 
und che more Frbhme and eo 


8 Are in chemſelves, in the Tore in- 
6s HIP liable ee err : In Other words z 


5 N Is. 
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„can be 


only” ſuper fichally, m 1 


| em Lee, Sen 5 — re>. | 


| very nature of human infirmity and imper - 
5 Keckion, dt men muſt err in ſome : vel] ct 
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errors are, as it were, neceſſarily multiplied, by | 
an increaſe of knowledge. Hence it will alſo 
follow, that as religion lays before the human 
underſtanding, the ſblimeſt ſpeculations and the 
moſt incomprabenſi ble objects; men will be more 
liable to error in their rel: gious opinions, than in 
any other. If it be ſaid, that divine revelation 
affords a Lufficient remedy againſt error in re- 
ligious Opinions, as it exhibits a pexſect and un- 
erring rule of faith. I grant that this is ſtrictly 
true, with regard to all thoſe truths or objects 
of knowledge which are eſſentially neceſſary in 
order to the duty and ſalvation of ſinners; o- 
therwiſe divine revelation would be by no means 
adequate to the purpoſe, for whichit was given: 
but that it is not equally true with regard to 
multitudes of uneſſential matters, which never- 
theleſs are deemed objects of religious knowledge, 
and ſubje&s of religious ſpeculation, is abundantly 
evident from the differences of opinion among 
the beſt of men about theſe matters, in every 
ſucceeding age of the chriſtian. church. It is 
of the nature of the human mind to be active, 
curious and inquifitive ; and an increaſe of know- 
ledge ſharpens the appetite of the mind: in 
plainer words; the more we know, the more 
we deſire. to know. And there is no. limits 
to this appetite: not ſatisfied with plain whole- | 
ſome food; not ſatisfied with plain neceſſary 
truths that are clearly revealed, our curioſity 
thirſt of 8 lead us to attempt the 
nowledg & of the moſt difficult and incompre- 
Wen Wakters 5 5 rang, 2 too, in all their 


cauſes, 


LI 


__ cauſes, reaſwis; effects, and various bearings and 
dependencies. This is not all; the human mind 
is delighted with beauty, ſymmetry, order 


and proportion. It delights: to arrange its i. 


deas, and to make out and ſee the connexion 
between truths; or how one truth depends 
on another. Hence the fondneſs for-theortes ; 
for ſchemes or ſy/tems'of truth. Now, from what 
has been ſaid above, of the. inſperfection of ku- 
man knowledge, in ſingle and particular objects; 
it will follow that men will be vaſtly more lia- 
ble to err in ſchemes or ſhſtems of doctrines, 
where ſo much depends on the due connexion 
of truths; than in any ſingle, detached object 
of knowledge whatever. Vet men muſt have 


their ſyſtems, and conſequent] they muſt” err. 


None but GOD, who knows all things in their 
natures, bearings and dependencies, can make 
a ſyſtem of truth, free: from all error. The bi- 
ble does not lay down divine truths ſyſtemati- 
cally, and thereby ſeems to teach us that ſyſ- 
tems are not abſolutely neceſſary for us: eve 

man therefore, if he will have a ſyſtem, mu 

arrange divine truths as well as he can, for 
himſelf. If it were to be narrowly. inſpected 
into, I am perſuaded it would wen Lg that no 


two men upon earth have the ſame ſyſtem of 


religious ſentiments throughout; nor could 
conſcientiouſly adopt and ſubſcribe, in the ſame 


ſenſe, any long ſet of religious articles : There- 


Fore no one human ſyſtem of religion can be 
right , ee But ſuch errors has neceſſa- 
_ ariſe the infirmity and imperfection 
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of the human mind, are certainly innocent. 


0D, for wie! and good purpoſea, permits 
thefe errors to take place; and is doubtieſs even 


J _  Honitedbythelc uneſfeiitial di Ferencer af opinion; 


Which, if debated with charity, candour and 
moderation, are perhaps a proßitable exereiſe of 

1 1 genius and diligencte. 
| — 82 for inſtance, plead for the ſo- 

GOD, according to your view of 
Mya wt i moan to exalt the drome: glary, without 
inten 


& 7 


| While 1 5 for the juſtice, mercy 
and e of „according to my view 
| F the divine glory, 


with aut intending any prejudice * — 
 zndefiendency. If I adopted your + ene wide 

Aut your raves of the divine 8 
iure GO in my heart, by thinking unwor- 
thily of him. If you adopted | my ſcheme 
thronghout, without. ny ideas of the divine juſ- 
tice, mercy and benevolence,” you would pro- 
bably diſhonour and offend the Mi MOST HIGH, 
in the ame manner. Our ideas of theſe divine 
perfettions muſt be radically changed ture | 
we. could, with a good conference, come wh 
over to each other. Both of us, doubtleſs, err 
in fome parts of our reſepective ſyſtems; yet 
both of us may be right in honeſtly endeavour- 
ing to promote the glory of G0, according 
to dur beſt view of things. Both of us, there- 
fore, may be pleaſing and honouring GOD to 
| the beſt of our ability; and may be therefore 
cropped of him, e to exerciſe mutual 
Be ard 


any prejudice to the divine juſtice and 


93 ] 


charity to each other, If we cannot change 
one anothers ideas, in theſe matters, we can- 
vot, ſalvd: conſcrentid, come over the whole way, 
dne to the other. If wa are honeſt, and yet, 
0 y thing Hential, err, GOD will doubtleſs 
N Uuntq us. K our errors, are unef{ental, 
GOD may leave us in them till death, and 
bring us together in the future world, where 
we ſhall 4now, and harment2-4 in, the true Alem 
in its full extent. 69 
WIEN I conceive; of che great gon, and 
| ſuffer my mind to dwell upon him but for a 
mament, I conceive of him as the moſt juſt, 
holy, amiable and every way aderable being: 
and then I would; canceive of his exhibition 
of himſelf to his creatures, in his works of 
creation, proyidenes and redemption, I con- 
ceive of him as acting every way worthy of ham- 
fel. When therefore I would attempt to adopt 
a ſcheme of thought concerning his operations 
ad extra, and the plan of theſe operations as 
formed in his all -comprehenſive mind before 
their coming into exiſtence, I would incline to 
chuſe that which, upon the whole, ſeemed beſt 
to camport with my hig beſt and moſt. exalted 
idea of his moral character. Wherever any thing, 
in any ſcheme, ſeems to claſh with this idea, 
or contradict it, I immediately reject this ſyſ- 
tem, by whatever authorities ſupported :—not 
that I dare abſolutely condemn ſuch a ſcheme 
as falſe, and fundementally erroniaus ; —ſeeing 
the error may he in my own conceptions and 
or a but in preſent arcymiances I uf 
rejec 
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rejecti it, ker true; becauſe tomy apprehen- 
ſions it is inconſiſtent with infinite moral recti - 
tude and excellence. So that, before I dare 
conſcientiouſſy adopt ſuch a ſcheme, either my 
idea of moral excellence muſt be altered, or my 
renſonings from this idea ae in ſhort, a 
muſt be convinced en CHOU 
_QUEST.”'2., Does GOD's forcknowledpe 
depend on his decree ; * or his/decree upon his 
9 *—— . I do not know that the 
holy ſcriptures are deciſive on this nice, meta- 
phyſical ſpeculation. Nuten unto GOD are 
alt bis' works from the beginning of the world. 
Whom he foreknew, them he 20% predeſtinated, 
&c.—Might I dare to give my/own opinion of 
this matter, 1 would venture to fay that; per- 
baps, in ſome inſtances, GOD is foreknowledge 
may go before his decree; and that, in other 
reſpects, his decree may be fur ppoſed, in the or- 
der of nature, before his foreknowledge. Lam 
| Joath to uſe the word depend upon this occaſi- 
on. Beſides; there is ſuch an unity and ſmpli- 
city in all the ua acts and operations of the 


DEITY, that we are in danger of falling into | 


very erronious blunders when we go about to 
diſtinguiſh them. However as it is in ſome 
reſpects neceffary, i in order to help our concep- 
tions of things, to conſider underſtanding and 
vill as two diſtinct faculties in the divine being, 
and to diſtinguiſh between the act and exer- 
riſes of theſe two faculties'; I think I can con- 
ceive of the MOST HIGH as firſt willing and 
] decrecing to make an e verfes inhabited by 
1 | ſuch 


* 
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ſuch and ſuch ranks and orders of cr eated be- . 
ings, and deſigning his own glory and the 


greateſt good of his creatures in ſo doing. 
1 can then conceive of him as fore: ſeeing and 
fore-knowing what courſe ſuch creatures would 
take, according to their reſpeckive natures, li- 
berty and circumſtances.— And then I can 
conceive of a ſubſequent decree to over-rule, go- 
vern and direct, the free actions and volitions 
of theſe creatures, ſo as that in the iſſue they 


may be made to ſubſerve the purpoſes of his 


own glory, and the greateſt poſſible good of 
the ſyſtem. But indeed, indeed, my dear ſir, 
theſe. are. ſpeculations ſo very Hi 255 and bold, 


that the leſs we meddle with them, the leſs riſk = 


we'ſhall run of ſpeaking preſumptuouſly, and of 
darkent Ing council b 255 wurde without ideas. Job. 
XXXVIIi. 1 


EST. 3. If GOD ſhould now create 


„Ode or more moral agents, with all the free- 
dom that ever creature had, and put them 
“into a ſtate of trial, ſo: as to leave them in 
«the greateſt tquilibrium; could he foreſee how 
* theſe creatures would acquit themſelves?” 
ANS. Ves, certainly; otherwiſe his 


Preſcience, and conſequently his tnowledge, could 


not be ?nfinite. I am not ſocinian enough to deny 
the infinite and moſt perfect preſcience of HIM 


zobdſe. underſtanding | is infinite; the ONLY 


WISE GOD: II think the fulfilment of pro- 
phecy, with regard to the volitions and actions 


of creatures whom I take to be in a Rate. of 


__ moral n furniſhes an urefragable 


"uy | 
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proof of chis truth. Altho' the quomode of this 
Preſcience is 100 high far me; 1 cannot attain it; 


yet 1 do not entertain the teaſt doubt of it. 1 
conceive that GOD made Adam thus; yet did 
he foreſee his fall, and had @ remedy in ftore 
before the foundation of the world. Nor can 
J gueſs what conceſſion you would draw from 
me by this query; or what uſe you would 
make of it againſt my principles. I believe 
. GOD ſo perfectly Knows the natures of free 
agents, and the circumſtances they are in, and 
what effect theſe circumſtantes will have upon 
them, as perfectby and unerringly toknow:the 
courſe they will take in oonfequence ; white 
{which makes the grand difficulty in conceiving 
of this prefcience) he knows: at the fame time, 
that they had it in heir power to have taken a 
_ courſe, and that in many inſtances, 
ought to have done ſo. As therefore this 
Kind of forokmowledge has no manner of influ- 
ence upon the conduct of {ach free agents, 1 
believe that GOD may be perfectly juſtifiable 
in not interfering to prevent their taking the 
wrong coutſe, which he forebnew they would 
take. Will you ſuy that G0D's making fuch 
_ 'creatures, and putting them into ſuch circom- 
+ ſtances as, he fore/aw, would temp? and prevail 
with them to apoſtatize, and giving them fuch 
a liberty as he foretnero they would abuſe; is 
m their fall and apeſtacy ut neceſſary, as 
any puſ/etroe dure, or 'ohain "of "external motives 
+whatever could have done; -und that there- 
fore, in the iſſue, my: ſcheme will come to the 
408 OR FL. ' "very 


as | ks. ld I 


ben PETS > 
1 very: fame thing with yours, and this of, we melt 
ek 


rigid caluiniſt think, not at all. The 
ſcheme of wt ab . (af: I underſtand it) 
ſuppoſes a caigſal neceſſi 
- guential one. I cannot 
lively decreed, and brought to paſs: by prevailing 
external oti ves, but I 1 think of that evept 


As. brought into exiſtence by à neceſſity of in- 


uence and cuaction; that is, by a ata neceſſity. 
But when, u upon my ſcheme, I conſider GOD 


as putting a free agent into circumſtances of 
| 7 Is he would abuſe his 
berty, while he was endued with a ſufflcient 


trial, in which he 


power to have made a glorious uſe of it, and 
to have acquitted himſelf. well in his trial; I 


can ſee nothing in this ſtate of the caſe, where- 


by G00 can be in the leaſt chargeable with the 


2 Fall or apoſtacy of ſuch a free agent. The ſim- 
ple preſcience of GOD, can have no manner of 


influence on this event. T he: thing happened, 


indeed, juſt as GOD foreſaw that it would; 


but it happened wholly by the fault of the crea- 
ture, and inithe natufe f things" it might not 
have happened. It did not ha 


it a happen. I know it is ſcarce poſſible to 


peak on this ſubject with ſuch clearneſs and 
preciſſun, as to guard againſt the attacks of a 
Aubtle opponent; yet I think I have pretty 
clear ideas of à wide difference between my 


aiſcheme, and that which 1 oppugn. But, be 


this as it will; it is GOD's Providential deal- 
N 0h towards: the UNHAPPY corrupt * g 
of 


"= 


mine only a confe- 
Ea e en e . 


appen' becauſe 
-\GOD-fore/aw it; but GOD foreſaw i it, becauſe 


, * 
pl : 
< .—_— * — FN ts — 8 2 ao — 
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of ſuch offenders, who never abuſed this kind of 
_  Hberty, nor properly, that is, perſonally, demerited 
the divine difpleaſure, which I am concerned 
to vindicate againſt the principles of thorough 
_calviniſts. Suppoſe ſuch delinquents to be Ha- 
red, and permitted to propagate their own kind, 
and repleniſh the earth with a corrupt, helpleſs, 
miſerable progeny; the queſtion with me is, 
 _ How it becomes a.GOD of infinite power, wi/- 
dom, juſtice, benevolence, holineſs and mercy, to 
deal with ſuch his corrupt, helpleſs, miſerable 
/ oo Gi SIG Job 
_ -- THUS you ſee, my dear fir, bow. largely and 
_ freely J have opened my whole ſoul before you, 
With all its errors, weakneſſes and infirmities. 
I have ſaid, and I would have you to bear it in 
mind, that I have done it in the humble capa- 
city of a /earner, ſeeking the truth, and deſirous 
to embrace it. If I am wrong, pity me, inſtruct 


and correct me; but do not exclude me from 


- your charity. Believe me, at leaſt, ta be actu- 
ated by implicity and undiſſembled fincerity in 
tbis expoſition of my ſentiments. and doubts. 
I would not have thus opened. and retailed my- 


{elf but to a friend; —à candid, generous, intel- 


ligent, chriſtian friend. Bigots would anathe- 
matize me for theſe ſentiments; but you; fir, 
have more ſenſe and more candeur. Your mind 
has been long converſant about theſe ſpecula- 
tions: you well know their depth, and how 
difficult it is to form a right judgment upon 
them; and therefore can have charity for thoſe 
who are puzzled. and perplexed in ſearch of 


ph, 
Lot 


hs 
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truth, thro! theſe aerial regions of metaphyſical 


ſpeculation. It is the happy priviledge of thoſe 
only who never thought deeply or freely about 


theſe matters, to find no difficulty in underſtand- 


ing them. Inquiſitive, thoughtful men, who 
have knock'd off the trammels of early preju- 
dice, ſee a thouſand perplexing difficulties, 


where dull plodders on a fyſtem ſee all things 
plain and eaſy, all truth and demonſtration.— 
Nor would even theſe good qualities in you 


have induced me to have been thus circumſtan- 
tial and undiſguiſed, were I not in hopes there- 

by of drawing from you, or the rev. Mr. —— 
(to whom, with my love, I give you liberty to 
communicate this haſty, incorrect ſcrawil) — a 
farther explanation of your ſcheme, and ſome 


ſolid anſwers to my objections againſt it. 
BUT now, that this letter is about to be 


ſubmitted to the publick, the author foreſees, 


without the ſpirit of prophecy, that he is like 


to procure himſelf abundance of enemies. Bi- 


gots among the calviniſts will call him an armi- 
nian; and with them there is little difference 


between an arminian, an heretick, and a devil. 


Arminians, on the other hand, will diſclaim him, 
as too much a calviniſt; and with them there 
is little difference between a caluiniſt and an 


ideot. As to thoſe poor, narrow: ſouls of both - 


ſides who confine religion to @ party, and who 
imagine that piety and good ſenſe are their own 


to be 


property, excluſively; the author, knowing them 
pp at pities them, and holds their 


cenſuie in contempt. He is much more con- 


4% 


L +300) ] 


cerned leſt he diowle incur tlie diſpleaſure of 
His brethren (whoſe. judgment he venerates and 
reſpects, and whoſe perſons he loves with the 
trueſt affection) by the baldneſs and Freedom of 
ſome of his ſentiments. He has reaſon however 
to hope, that his apology for this, will be deem- 
ed ſatisfactory. Be this as it may, the die, is 
now caſt; and after the matureſt deliberation, 
1 it 8 POS the whole to publiſh * 
. 1 % FC þ 
Liam ibi ghly pleaſed. tith the ee, 
Mr: Hopkino! Tae on GOD's over-ruling, fin, 
and think they contain one of the beſt Gs 
> tations of Peter Bayle's triumph of the devil 
over GH RIS T, that I! have any where met 
„, J have alſo read, and do, in the main, 
approve, your pamphlet on the conſtitution! and 
i ferpitne of therfewnſh church. It has removed 
my ſtrongeſt objections. againſt your! !{cheme 
A baptiſm.—I have neither time nor room 
to make any remarks on your appendix. 50 
J obſerve, with pleaſure and gratitude, your 
excellent. advice about. the beit manner of 
reaching. I dwell. almoſt perpetually upon, 
5 I take to be, the great practical vital doc- 
trines of chriſtianity, in which all ſincere chriſ- 


tians, of almoſt every ſect, are agreed; and do 


ſeldom or never mention controverted points, 
or matters of doubtful diſputation. or curious pe- 
culation. I had rather have my hearers can- 


61 verled, godly. chriſtians, than caluiniſis orſarmi- 


nians. They are generally ſtrangers to ręligi- 


ous e and I n with-tolkeep 


them 


53 


| them ſo. Indeed they generally like to be ſo. 1 


WHILE I was tranſcribing this letter for 


the preſs, I met with a poſthumous work of 
the late John Locke, Eſq. on free will, retailed 


in the 7th vol. of the Chri/t:an Magazine, a 


quotation from which I have inſerted in the © 


frontiſpiece of this letter. It is a curious and 


authentic remain of that great man upon the 
important ſubject of human liberty. And as his 
opinion is directly counter to that of preſident 


Edwards on this ſubject, I ſhould be glad you 
would read what of this work of his is there 


publiſhed, before you anſwer this letter. 


Vou will perceive that I have obſerved little 


or no method in this letter, but have negli- 


gently and immethodically followed the train 


of my thoughts, wherever they have led me. 


I would not however wiſh you to imitate me 


in this, My difficulties may be arranged un- 
der a very few heads, and diſtinctly anſwered ; 
which will fave much labour, while at the ſame 
time, it will be more uſeful and edifying to, 


REVEREND and DEAR SIR, | 
„ very affectionate Brother 
and obedient Servant, 55 


Sana, Jan. 26, 1770. 


Hugh Knox. _ 
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